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As  this  magazine  goes  to  press,  I am  starting  my  tenth  year  in  business  serving  the 
transgender  community.  If  someone  had  told  me  in  1 985  that  CDS  would  become 
so  important  a resource,  I would  have  said  they  were  crazy. 

But,  it  seems  that  CDS  has  filled  a need  in  the  community  for  clear,  well-written,  useful, 
non-erotic  self-help  information.  With  every  new  publication  added  to  the  CDS  line.  I've 
tried  to  elevate  the  level  of  quality  in  each  one.  Now,  Quality  is  part  of  the  CDS  logo.  My 
commitmentto  quality  is  absolute.  I guarantee  your  money  back  if  you  are  ever  unsatisfied 
with  any  CDS  product. 


I look  forward  to  another  1 0 years  of  service  to  the  community.  As  1 995  unfolds,  CDS 
will  be  bringing  new  productstomarket.  Immediately  available  are:  The  Straight  Dope  On 
Hormones  - the  Monograph,  and  our  latest  video  Dressing  with  Fashion  & Style  (VCJ3). 
I also  expect  the  2nd  edition  of  Alison  Lai  ng's  5pea/c/ng  As  A Woman  with  an  Introduction 
by  Moya  Andrews,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Speech  & Hearing,  University  of  Indiana.  Dr. 
Andrews  conducts  the  feminine  speech  development  program  at  Fantasia  Fair.  I will  also 
have  a revised  third  edition  of  Coping  With  Crossdressing  in  1 995.  So  stay  in  touch. 

But  let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  several  critically  important  people.  First,  my 
family  — without  their  support,  I'd  still  be  slaving  behind  a desk  in  an  office  instead  of  in 
front  of  my  computer  at  home.  Next  are  my  friends,  Jaini  and  Jo,  who  lent  me  the  seed 
money  to  get  the  first  Art  & Illusion  printed.  Then  there  are  the  professionals  who  have 
given  me  their  guidance  and  counsel:  Dr.  Bill  Stayton;  Dr.  Carol  Cobb-Nettleton;  Dr.  Roger 
Peo  and  Dr.  Richard  F.  Docter.  I cannot  say  enough  about  Alison  Laing  and  Angela 
Gardner  who  have  been  confidants,  mentors,  sounding  boards,  but  most  importantly,  true 
friends.  There  are  my  sisters  and  teachers  in  the  community:  Virginia  Prince  (Mom);  Kym 
Richards;  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax;  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair  and  Trudi  Henry.  Finally,  there  is  the  guy 
who  had  the  idea  for  this  magazine.  Dave,  I can't  thank  you  enough. 


And  now  for  something  completely  different... 


The  American  Educational  Gender  Information  Service  (AEGIS)  is  sorely  in  need  of  a 
new  computer  to  produce  their  outstanding  and  critically  acclaimed  journal  Chrysalis.  If 
you  haven't  seen  an  issue  of  this  magazine,  you're  really  missing  something  special.  Each 
issue  of  Chrysalis  is  theme  oriented  and  covers  a subject  in-depth.  AEGIS  has  now 
established  a membership  policy,  so  if  you  join  you'll  get  a subscription  to  the  journal  plus 
discounts  on  other  publications.  Of  course,  as  a tax-exempt  organization,  AEGIS  is  always 
appreciative  of  tax-deductible  donations.  Help  out  and  contact  them  with  a donation  or 
a request  for  membership  information  at  PO  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033. 


The  Renaissance  Education  Association,  Inc.  has  established  its  Community  Film  Fund 
to  help  produce  a film  documentary  about  the  transgender  community.  The  film's 
producer,  Terri  Randall,  is  an  Emmy  award-winning  producer  with  credentials  as  long  as 
your  arm.  Donations  are  coming  in  slowly,  and  Renaissance  would  like  to  see  a greater 
community  response.  All  donations  to  the  Film  Fund  are  tax-deductible.  The  estimated 
cost  to  get  the  film  "in  the  can"  is  about  $1 00,000.  Post-production  costs  will  be  higher, 
but  if  there  isn't  any  film  to  edit,  post-production  is  meaningless.  Donations  in  any  amount 
from  $5  to  $5000  are  appreciated.  Send  your  donations  to  Renaissance  Community  Film 
Fund,  PO  Box  60552,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 
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Remember:  You  Are  What  You  Do  When  It  Counts. 
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Profile 


Name:  Linda  Lewis 
Ace:  35 

Profession:  Aviation 
Residence:  Western  Michigan 

Height:  5 '8" 

Weight:  1 45# 

Measurements:  36-27-38,  Sz:  1 0/1 2 
Shoe  size:  1 0 
Favorite  Things 

Shoe  style:  3-4"  pumps  and  boots 

Perfume:  Truly  Lace 

Movie:  Star  Trek  1-6,  War  of  the  Worlds 

Music:  Stevie  Nicks,  Classical 

Place:  Chicago,  San  Antonio 

Turn-Ons:  Beautiful  lingerie  and  outfits;  meeting 

my  sisters  at  events;  becoming  Linda. 

Turn-Offs:  The  negative  attitudes  society  has,  in 
general,  about  crossdressing. 


Linda  Lewis 


Ladylike:  As  with  almost  every  crossdresser, 
you  started  early  with  your  sister's  and  mother's 
lingerie.  You  got  caught  several  times  and  were 
lectured  about  appropriate  clothing  for  boys. 
How  did  that  make  you  feel  and  why  did  you 
keep  going  back? 

Linda  Lewis:  My  dressing  began  when  I was  8 or  9 
years  old.  The  items  I started  with  were  my  mother's 
and  sister's  bra  and  panties.  I would  takr  these  out  of 
the  laundry  and  sneak  them  back  to  my  room 
where,  after  I went  to  bed,  I would  try  them  on.  Just 
wearing  the  bra  and  panties  made  me  feel  wonder- 
ful and  happy.  I felt  like  I was  just  one  of  the  girls.  I 
would  use  rolled  up  socks  or  T-shirts  to  fill  out  the 
bra.  I didn't  use  makeup  until  I was  in  my  teens. 

My  older  sister  eventually  moved  out,  but  she  left 
a lot  of  clothes  behind.  My  parents  packed  them 
away  in  the  basement.  That  was  when  I finally  got 
the  rest  of  the  clothes  1 wanted;  skirts,  blouses, 
dresses,  and  lots  of  lingerie.  My  parents  would  find 


the  clothes  in  my  room  and  take  them  back  to  the 
basement.  Then  1 would  be  lectured  that  it  wasn't 
right  for  a boy  to  wear  girl's  clothes.  1 was  never  told 
why  it  wasn't  right,  but  I had  better  stop  it  before 
something  bad  would  happen.  I felt  hurt  and  angry, 
but  mostly  confused  because  I couldn't  see  why  it 
was  wrong. 

I would  try  to  do  as  1 was  told,  but  after  a few 
weeks.  I'd  get  the  urge  and  it  would  start  all  over 
again.  I'd  get  the  clothes  out  of  the  basement,  then 
my  parents  would  find  them  again  and  I'd  get  the 
lecture,  etc.  etc. 

This  was  how  my  dressing  went  most  of  the  time 
until  1 graduated  high  school. 

II;  Your  mother  sold  cosmetics  and  eventually 
went  on  to  cosmetology  school.  Did  this  have  any 
effect  on  your  crossdressing? 

Linda  L:  During  my  teens  my  mother  sold  cosmet- 
ics door  to  door.  She  had  a large  case  of  samples  to 
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Linda  circa  1981 


give  her  customers.  After  a while,  she'd  have  to 
throw  out  old  samples  or  discontinued  items.  This 
was  how  1 came  by  my  first  makeup  items  and  how  I 
started  experimenting  with  colors  and  clothes  to  see 
what  looked  good.  I had  an  old  wig  my  mother  used 
on  Halloween,  so  1 finally  looked  like  a girl.  1 wish  I 
had  some  pictures  from  that  time  to  see  what  I really 
looked  like. 

The  cosmetics  thing  only  last  a few  years  and 
then  my  mother  went  to  cosmetology  school  to  be- 
come a beautician.  Part  of  the  training  was  hair  styl- 
ing and  cutting  which  she  did  using  old  wigs  she'd 
buy  at  thrift  stores.  This  is  how  I came  to  have  my 
first  really  good  wig.  I always  wanted  to  be  a blonde, 
so  those  were  the  wigs  Td  look  for  in  the  bunches  she 
brought  home.  Sometimes  she'd  bring  home  a wig 
that  was  just  the  right  color  and  style  I wanted,  then, 
before  my  eyes,  she'd  start  cutting  off  huge  chunks 
of  hair,  destroying  it  beyond  use.  Of  course,  I 
couldn't  let  on  how  I felt,  but  I was  really  sad  for  the 
poor  thing.  So,  Td  go  back  and  dress  up  later  in  my 
room  and  be  thankful  for  what  I had  saved  earlier. 

Eventually  my  mother  graduated  and  opened  her 
own  beauty  salon.  Those  times  were  good  for  me  be- 
cause I was  able  to  read  the  books  she  had  about 


cosmetics  and  hair  styling.  It  made  me  realize  just 
how  much  there  was  to  learn  to  look  good  as  a 
woman.  I still  use  the  information  I learned  back 
then  in  my  dressing  today. 

II;  Well,  it  does  look  as  if  all  that  reading  paid 
off.  But,  back  to  high  school.  After  you  gradu- 
ated, you  were  caught  dressing  again.  What  hap- 
pened this  time? 

Linda  L:  I asked  for  a camera  as  a high  school 
graduation  present  from  my  parents.  My  best  firiend 
at  school  taught  me  how  to  develop  film  and  print 
pictures.  So,  after  I learned  how  to  use  the  camera,  I 
started  taking  B&W  photos  of  myself  dressed  up. 
With  money  I earned  from  working,  I set  up  a dark- 
room in  the  basement. 

I started  dressing  almost  every  night  and  took 
rolls  and  rolls  of  pictures.  Not  all  the  pictures  were 
good,  but  when  I saw  one  I thought  was  good 
enough,  Td  print  it  and  keep  it.  At  one  time,  I had 
over  500  8x10s  in  my  collection. 

As  you  might  guess,  my  parents  found  the  pic- 
tures and  all  Hell  broke  loose.  My  father  wouldn't 
talk  to  me.  My  mother  was  hurt.  They  decided  I 
should  see  a psychologist.  What  hurt  was  that  they 
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didn't  tell  me  about  the  appointment,  or  that  they'd 
told  the  psychologist  all  about  my  earlier  dressing. 
This  was  a real  blow  to  my  self-esteem.  Here  was  a 
stranger  who  knew  about  my  secret  life  and  he  was 
going  to  help  me  be  rid  of  it. 

1 didn't  care  for  the  way  he  questioned  me.  We 
talked  about  my  sisters  and  if  1 was  jealous  of  them 
and  if  1 liked  my  parents.  That  was  it.  1 never  went 
back  again  and  1 was  angry  with  my  parents. 

But,  1 finally  realized  later  that  they  did  this  out  of 
love.  I don't  know  what  the  psychologist  told  them, 
but  they  finally  stopped  asking  about  what  I was 
doing. 

1 felt  alone  after  this.  There  wasn't  a way  for  me  to 
find  out  why  1 dressed  and  why  society  felt  it  was 
wrong  for  males  to  do  this  because  there  just  wasn't 
any  materialon  the  subject  in  any  of  the  libraries.  It 
was  just  "wrong"  and  we  were  as  bad  as  criminals. 

LL:  Okay,  so  after  that  you  moved  away  for  two 
years,  but  then  you  moved  back  home.  Wosn't 
that  a difficult  thing  to  do? 

Linda  L:  I went  off  to  school  in  Oklahoma  to  learn 
my  present  trade.  1 took  Linda  with  me.  1 had  hoped 
to  develop  Linda's  image  a little  more  but  this  didn't 
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happen  because  1 always  had  roommates.  1 would 
dress  when  my  roommate  was  away,  but  that  only 
happened  a few  times.  So,  after  graduation  1 moved 
back  home  with  my  parents. 

This  was  not  a good  idea.  1 had  been  on  my  own 
for  two  years  and  was  used  to  doing  what  1 wanted.  I 
started  dressing  at  night  and  taking  photos  again.  1 
had  a couple  of  jobs  to  pay  the  rent  and  keep  my  car 
running.  But,  eventually,  1 had  enough  money  to 
start  buying  a few  things  from  catalogs.  Coming  up 
with  excuses  for  the  arriving  packages  was  my 
downfall. 

My  parents  knew  I was  dressing  again  and  made 
it  clear  that,  if  1 was  going  to  continue,  Td  have  to 
find  someplace  else  to  live.  They  must  have  thought 
that  1 was  some  kind  of  nut  or  pervert,  because  that's 
what  those  kind  of  people  do. 

1 quit  dressing  altogether  for  two  years.  Then  my 
older  sister  sent  me  a list  of  some  jobs  in  the  city 
where  she  lived.  1 applied  to  several,  connected  with 
one  for  an  interview  and  1 moved  here. 

LL:  How  did  it  feel  to  finally  get  your  own  place 
again  and  be  able  to  set  Linda  free? 

Linda  L:  1 moved  in  with  my  sister  and  her  family 
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brows  into  a more  feminine  shape.  I've  even  let  my 
nails  grow  longer  too.  Keeping  these  tell-tale  signs 
hidden  at  work  was  nerve-wracking  at  first.  The  guys 
I work  with  probably  have  noticed  the  nails  and  eye- 
brows, but  they  haven't  said  anything  about  it. 
And,  Since  I'm  outside  a lot,  I tan  early  on  my  arms 
and  that  helps  to  hide  the  fact  that  they're  shaved. 

So,  since  most  everyone  I know  or  work  with  has 
seen  these  changes,  it's  just  natural  for  me  to  look 
the  way  I do.  If  I overdo  my  brows  or  let  my  nails  get 
too  long,  they  just  look  at  me  and  try  to  figure  out 
what's  different. 

I've  never  told  anyone  at  work  about  Linda  and  I 
don't  think  they  really  know  or  care.  I do  have  a 
hard  time  keeping  my  composure  though  when  they 
start  bad-mouthing  gays  and  other  people  who  are 
different,  like  me.  They  just  don't  like  anything  that 
says  a guy  can  be  tender  and  caring  and  have  emo- 
tions. Sometimes  when  it  gets  too  nasty,  I just  leave 
the  area  and  come  back  later. 

LL:  What  about  your  relationship  with  your 
family  now?  Any  girlfriends? 

Linda  L:  We  have  a silent  understanding;  we  just 
don't  talk  about  it.  I know  that  my  mother  still  sus- 


for  a few  months  until  I could  afford  an  apartment 
on  my  own.  Finally,  though,  I was  on  my  own,  to  do 
as  I pleased,  and  develop  Linda. 

Slowly,  I replaced  all  the  old  clothes.  I would  wait 
months  to  save  enough  money  to  buy  what  I 
wanted.  I also  got  some  padding  for  my  hips  and 
real  breastforms  so  Linda  would  have  a more  femi- 
nine figure. 

I was  still  developing  my  own  photos  and  I was 
pleased  with  what  I was  seeing.  After  just  a few  years 
on  my  own,  Linda  had  changed  into  the  person  you 
see  today. 

LL:  Well,  you  look  really  great  and  it's  obvious 
that  you  get  lots  of  practice.  How  much  time  do 
you  get  to  spend  as  Linda? 

Linda  L:  I probably  spend  about  4 to  6 days  a 
month  as  Linda.  My  job  is  outdoors  and  physical, 
working  in  all  kind  of  weather.  Getting  up  while  it's 
till  dark  has  taken  a lot  of  time  away  from  me  that  I 
would  love  to  spend  as  Linda.  And,  Tm  on-call  7 
days  a week,  so  that  doesn't  leave  me  with  too  much 
time  to  dress  either. 

For  the  past  five  or  six  years  I've  shaved  my  entire 
body  when  I become  Linda  and  shaving  my  eye- 
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pects  I dress  because  she  notices  things  like  my  eye- 
brows. My  father  doesn't  mention  the  past  and 
seems  to  accept  me  as  I am.  I help  him  whenever  I 
can  and  I am  "the  son"  whenever  I am  with  him.  I 
hurt  him  enough  before  and  I don't  want  to  again. 
We're  good  friends  again. 

I told  my  older  sister  about  my  dressing  and  that 
I'd  been  doing  it  all  along  since  we  were  children. 
She  said  that  she'd  suspected,  but  didn't  want  to 
confront  me.  She's  glad  I told  her,  but  she's  not 
ready  to  meet  Linda  yet. 

My  younger  sister  probably  couldn't  handle  it  be- 
cause of  her  own  problems,  so  I probably  won't  tell 
her.  She  has  a way  of  saying  exactly  what's  on  her 
mind  and  I wouldn't  want  her  telling  strangers  that 
her  brother  wears  women's  clothes. 

I haven't  had  much  luck  with  girlfriends,  and  the 
few  male  friends  I have  don't  know  about  my  cross- 
dressing, so,  no  one  knows  about  Linda.  I do  find  it 
lonely  not  being  able  to  share  Linda  with  someone 
close  to  me,  but  that's  my  decision.  Maybe  that  will 
change  soon. 

LI;  In  1987,  you  discovered  the  TV  community. 
What  effect  has  that  had  on  you? 


Linda  L:  In  1987  I saw  a Sally  Jesse  Raphael  show 
about  crossdressing  and  they  gave  the  address  for 
Tri-Ess.  I wrote  and  joined.  After  getting  the  mem- 
bership directory,  I started  writing  letters  to  people. 
This  opened  up  a new  world  for  me.  I wasn't  so 
alone  anymore.  I've  written  to  sisters  all  over  the 
country  and  have  had  fiiendships  that  have  lasted 
from  a few  months  to  years. 

One  of  my  first  correspondents  was  a member  of 
Chi  Chapter  in  Chicago  and  she  kept  encouraging 
me  to  come  to  a meeting.  I was  scared,  but  it  was 
something  I really  wanted  to  do.  Finally,  I did  it,  my 
first  time  out  in  public  as  Linda!  And,  with  all  the 
praise  I received  from  the  members,  I felt  good  about 
myself  for  the  first  time  since  I had  started  dressing. 

Of  course,  this  led  to  more  frequent  dressing  and 
more  picture  taking,  this  time  in  color.  The  color 
photos  tell  me  more  about  what  I need  to  do  with 
my  makeup  that  the  B&Ws  ever  could. 

Since  joining  the  Chi  Chapter,  I attend  meeting 
there  at  least  4 times  a year.  I've  attended  the  Holi- 
day En  Femme  and  the  Texas  "T"  Party,  gone  to 
meet  some  of  my  sisters  in  person  and  attended 
meetings  in  their  cities.  I was  the  Cover  Girl  for  the 
August  '89  issue  of  the  Tri-Ess  Femme  Mirror. 


The  past  few  years,  though,  I've  slowed  down.  My 
job  has  been  the  reason  I haven't  gone  overboard. 
I'm  just  too  tired  to  go  through  the  change  to  be- 
come Linda  for  a few  hours  and  then  go  back  to  my 
male-self. 

LL:  What  would  you  like  to  do  that  you  haven't 
already  done  as  Linda? 

Linda  L:  I'd  like  to  be  able  to  come  and  go  from  my 
apartment  as  Linda  and  go  out  shopping  or  take  in 
a movie  with  my  sister.  I'd  like  to  be  able  to  go  for  a 
walk  in  the  daytime  and  be  "ignored,"  that  is  to  be 
accepted  as  the  woman  I appear  to  be.  I'd  really  like 
to  share  Linda  with  my  parents  and  have  them  ac- 
cept that  this  is  a part  of  me;  that  Tm  still  the  same 
person  they  raised  and  that  I love  them  no  matter 
what  clothes  I have  on  at  the  time.  I'd  like  to  see  so- 
ciety become  more  accepting  of  the  crossdressing 
lifestyle  and  to  know  that  those  who  are  crossdress- 
ers are  really  nice  people  after  all. 


Serendipity  means  finding  some- 
thing when  you  weren't  looking  for 
it.  Linda  sent  us  several  older  pho- 
tos of  herself  for  this  interview 
and,  sure  enough,  another  reader 
sent  us  two  photos  of  herself  taken 
30  years  apart.  We  thought  the 
idea  of  running  "old"  and  "new" 
photos  was  kinda  neat  and  our  edi- 
tor dug  up  a photo  of  herself  from 
1981.  Look  in  the  Mirror-Mirror 
section. 

If  you  have  old  and  new  photos 
you'd  like  to  share,  send  them  and 
we'll  start  a new  feature. 
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• Classic  Pumps  • 
• Stage  Pumps  • 

Sizes  9 to  14 
Red  & Black  Leather  or 
Patent,  5"  & 6"  heels 


California  Residents  add  8%%  sales  tax 


Phone  Orders  with  M/C  or  VISA 

Many  other  styles  of 
shoes  in  stock! 


We  carry 

Dresses,  Skirts, 
Lingerie,  Shoes, 
Wigs, 

Beard  Cover, 
Make-Up, 
Waist  Cinchers, 
Corsets, 
Maids  Uniforms, 
Breast  Forms, 
Bras, 

Nylon  Hose, 
Pantyhose 
(Crotchless  & 
Garter  Belt) 

Make-up  Lessons 
by  Appointment 


Lydia’s  TV  Fashions 


Call  C8181  995-7195 

For  a Catalog  Send  $6.00 
13837  Ventura  Blvd,  Suite  2 
Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91423 

Store  Hours 

Monday  thru  Friday:  Noon  to  6:00  PM 
Saturday:  1 1 :00  AM  — 8:00  PM 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 

IFGE  is  a non-profit  organization  serving  those  persons  interested  in  or 
affected  by  crossdressing  and  transsexual  phenomena.  IFGE  publishes 
the  TV-TS  Tapestry  journal  and  other  educational  materials. 
Worldwide  directory  of  organizations. 

For  more  information^  write  or  call: 

IFGE,  PO  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778 
Hours:  Noon  - 8:00  PM,  Mon.  - Sat. 

Ph:  617.899.2212 


WHY  DO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS  CALL 


THE  GENDER  COMMUNITY’S  MOST  USEFUL  MAGAZINE? 

NEWS  & COMMENTARY...  READER  LETTERS... 

ADVICE  COLUMNS  ON  MAKEUP,  FASHION  & PASSING... 

PROFESSIONAL  & SIGNIFICANT  OTHER  INSIGHTS... 

CARTOONS  & HUMOR...  PUBLICATION  & PRODUCT 
REVIEWS...  CLASSIC  “TRANSVESTIA”  REPRINTS... 

HOTLINES,  EVENTS  CALENDAR...  AND  MORE!!! 

FIND  OUT  FOR  YOURSELF:  send  $7.00  for  the  next  issue! 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Kymberleigh  Richards,  and  mail  to: 

P.  0.  Box  944,  WOODLAND  HILLS,  CA  91365.  CA  residents,  add  8.25%  tax. 
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Dear  Joann, 

Can  you  tell  me  where  I can  find  a store  or  catalog 
that  sells  costumes  for  country  dancing.  I'm  interested  in 
older  style  Western  wear,  long  skirts,  petticoats,  and 
puffy-sleeved  blouses. 

T.  H.,  Wis. 

Dear  T.  H., 

I don't  know  if  there  are  costume  outlets  in  the 
Hollywood/L.A.  area  that  have  what  you  want,  but 
maybe  one  of  our  readers  from  that  area  may  know. 
I do  remember  seeing  costumes  as  you  describe  at 
Trashy  Lingerie,  on  LaCienega,  in  Los  Angeles.  I've 
since  lost  there  phone  number,  but  they  are  so  well 
known  in  L.A.  that  information  will  be  able  to  sup- 
ply it  to  you. 

You  might  also  want  to  check  with  Vernon's  Spe- 
cialties in  Waltham,  Mass.  They  have  an  extensive 
collection  of  Square  Dance  outfits.  If  nothing  else, 
Vernon  may  be  able  to  direct  you  to  what  you  want. 
Check  out  their  ad  in  this  issue. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

At  the  end  of  your  new  edition  of  Art  & Illusion,  you 
ask  for  suggestions.  Well,  here's  one.  You  talk  about 
what  kind  of  clothes  will  look  good  on  a body  and  what 
to  have  in  a basic  wardrobe,  but  you  never  talk  about 
how  to  actually  go  about  shopping  for  clothes. 

Jessica  B.  Pa. 

Dear  Jess, 

As  you've  found  out  from  your  own  experience, 
all  it  takes  is  a little  courage.  For  beginners,  one  can 
start  with  mail-order  catalogs.  I frequently  buy  from 
Victoria's  Secret,  Newport  Fashions  (formerly  Avon 
Fashions),  and  Spiegel.  Don't  buy  cheap  clothes.  In 
the  long-run  it's  just  not  worth  it.  The  advantage  to 
catalog  shopping  is  that  the  goods  are  delivered 
right  to  your  door.  If  you  have  to  send  them  back, 
just  pop  'em  in  the  mail  (insured,  of  course).  You  do 


72 


JLcui^^ikey 


end  up  paying  for  shippings,  but  that's  better  than 
getting  stuck  with  something  you  won't  ever  wear. 

Once  you  have  established  your  size  and  you 
know  what  looks  good  on  you  and  fits  well,  it  may 
be  time  to  take  a trip  to  the  mall  — as  a guy.  Shop  in 
a department  store.  Start  small.  Look  for  a simple 
pullover  blouse  or  a skirt.  If  a salesperson  asks  to 
help  you,  say  you're  just  looking.  If  you  really  do 
want  help  looking  for  a specific  item,  know  what 
size  you  need.  You'll  be  asked,  "What  size  does  she 
wear?"  Now,  you  can  say  something  dumb  like, 
"She's  about  my  size,"  and  the  salesperson  will  in- 
stantly know  who  it's  really  for.  Or  you  can  just 
rattle  off  the  correct  size  and  away  you  go  with  no 
one  the  wiser.  Or,  you  can  be  honest  and  say,  "It's 
for  me  and  I'm  a size  X."  Watch  for  the  reaction. 
You'll  be  able  to  gauge  whether  or  not  your  likely  to 
get  good  service  in  that  instant  after  you  disclose 
why  you're  there.  Assuming  you  get  good  service, 
thank  the  sales  person  and  ask  what  they're  hours 
are  so  that  when  you  come  back,  you  can  deal  with 
that  same  person.  Take  your  purchase  home  and  try 
it  on  there.  Do  not  ask  to  try  on  clothes  in  the  store.  If 
it  fits  — great!  If  not,  exchange  it  for  a different  size 
or  a credit. 

Shop  at  a store  that  consistently  carries  clothes 
you  like.  That  way  you  can  build  a rapport  with  the 
salesperson.  Eventually,  you  might  ask  if  it  would  be 
okay  to  come  in  dressed. 

Many  salespeople  work  on  commission,  so  it's 
money  that  is  the  driver  here.  If  they  want  to  make  a 
sale,  they'll  be  nice  to  you.  The  more  money  you're 
likely  to  spend,  the  nicer  they're  going  to  be.  If  any 
salesperson  is  rude  to  you,  don't  get  embarrassed, 
get  active  — complain.  No  manager  is  going  to  be 
happy  with  sales  staff  that  drives  away  customers. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I've  just  gone  through  a year  without  crossdressing.  I 
would  think  about  it  all  the  time,  but  I just  had  no  desire 
to  go  through  with  it.  There  was  no  pressure  NOT  to 
dress.  Is  this  "normal"  for  a lifelong  crossdresser? 

Bonnie,  CT. 

Dear  Bonnie 

What's  the  matter?  Afraid  you'd  lost  it?  What 
you've  gone  through  is  "normal"  for  us.  Everybody 
has  different  limits  and  tolerances.  For  whatever  rea- 
son, you  just  didn't  feel  the  need  and  there's  nothing 
wrong  with  that.  I've  known  people  who've  gone 
more  than  a year  without  dressing  only  to  start  up 
again  when  the  time  was  right.  One  gentleman  I 


spoke  with  had  stopped  dressing  for  almost  30  years 
because  of  family  responsibilities.  Now,  at  age  70, 
with  his  spouse  in  a nursing  home,  he's  started 
dressing  again  and  enjoys  it  immensely. 

I can  give  you  an  analogy,  albeit  not  a great  ex- 
ample. I once  knew  a man  who  had  quit  smoking 
for  over  10  years.  He  told  me  he'd  never  lost  the  de- 
sire to  smoke,  but  that  he  just  didn't  do  it.  Last  time  I 
saw  him,  he  was  up  to  a pack  a day.  Our  need  to 
crossdress  is  much  like  that  man's  need  to  smoke. 
The  desire  will  never  go  away. 

What  is  interesting  (and  healthy)  is  that  you  con- 
trol the  "need."  That  is,  you  make  the  conscious 
choice  to  act  on  the  desire  to  dress.  It  doesn't  control 
you;  you  control  it.  That's  the  best  position  to  be 
with  this  behavior. 

Welcome  back! 

While  we're  on  this  aspect  of  dressing,  let  me  edi- 
torialize a little.  Being  pressured  to  crossdress  from 
external  sources  is  just  as  bad  as  being  denied  the 
freedom  to  crossdress.  We  spend  so  much  time  and 
energy  getting  comfortable  with  our  femininity  that 
we  often  end  up  feeling  our  masculinity  is  some- 
thing to  be  avoided.  This  feeling  can  be  reinforced 
by  our  sisters  who  may  show  disapproval  if  you 
show  up  for  a meeting  in  drab.  Some  groups  even 
have  rules  that  forbid  attending  meetings  as  a male. 

That  is  really  a shame.  True  liberation  of  the  spirit 
happens  when  you  can  be  comfortable  in  either 
role.  I am  just  as  likely  to  show  up  for  a Renaissance 
meeting  dressed  as  Joe  as  JoAnn.  The  other  members 
know  me  both  ways.  I don't  have  to  pretend  to  be 
anything.  I am  just  me  and  the  clothes  I wear  don't 
change  the  essential  core  of  "me."  My  brain  works 
the  same,  with  or  without  the  wig. 

Try  it.  Go  to  your  next  meeting  as  "Joe."  Let  your 
sisters  get  to  know  all  of  you. 


'til  next  time... 


Perhaps  we  can  help!  CDS  has  been  providing  breakthrough  self-help  publications;  videos  and 
resource  information  since  1985.  Need  help  with  your  partner's  attitude.  Try  Coping  With  Crossdressing 
by  JoAnn  Roberts  ($12)  or  our  Couples  Coping  With  Crossdressing  video  ($45).  Need  to  imporve  your 
image?  Try  Art  & Illusion:  A Guide  to  Crossdressing,  Vols.  1 <Sr  2 ($15  ea.),  or  either  of  our  two  makeup 
videos.  Need  help  with  making  a gender-role  transition?  Try  The  Transsexual's  Survival  Guide  to  Transition 
Sc  Beyond  ($15),  or  Identity  Management  in  Transsexualism  ($15).  Want  your  voice  to  sound  more 
feminine?  Try  Speaking  As  A Woman  ($10),  the  only  such  publication  in  the  community,  or  better  yet,  the 
Speaking  As  A Woman  video  ($40).  And  there's  lots  more. 

No  matter  what  your  need,  we  probably  have  something  that  will  help  you.  That's  why  we're  here. 
Write,  call,  or  e-mail  us  for  our  latest  catalog  sheet.  It's  free! 


CDS  • PO  Box  61263  • King  of  Prussia,  Pa.  • 19406 

610.640.9449  • cdspub@omni.voicenet.com 
VISA  and  MasterCard  Accepted 


Boutique/ 

Transformation  Specialist 


Serving  the  gender  community  for  over  8 years 

Let  our  team  of  experts  help  you  create 
that  perfect  feminine  image. 


PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 

Make  Overs 
Private  Lessons 
Wig  Styling/Cutting/Shaping 
Boudoir  Photography 
Waxing 

Color  Counseling 

Seminars  and  Workshops  Available 
for  Clubs  and  Organizations 


QUALITY  PRODUCTS 

Complete  Line  of  Cosmetics 
Beard  Camouflage 
Skin  Care 
Wigs 

Fashion  Jewelry 
Scarves 

Bras  & Hip  Pads 
Hosiery  and  Shoes 
Rings  up  to  size  14 
Breast  Forms  at  affordable  prices 


"Remember,  we’re  not  just  a Boutique  . . . We’re  your  Boutique!" 

12457  VENTURA  BLVD.,  SUITE  103 
STUDIO  CITY,  CA.  91604 

(corner  of  Ventura  and  Whitsett,  next 
to  the  Queen  Mary) 

NEW  STORE  HOURS: 

Wed-Thur-Fri  2pm-8pm  Sat  2pm-10pm 


JLcui^^iJkey  #22 


"Sometimes  you  eat  the  myth,  and 
sometimes  the  myth  eats  you." 

— Joseph  Campbell 

All  of  us  who've  crossed  the  gender  line  have  been 
confronted  with  the  "Question"  at  some  time. 

Perhaps  it's  come  from  a close  friend,  an  acquain- 
tance at  work,  or  even  that  person  sleeping  on  the 
other  side  of  the  bed — someone  in  whom  you've 
confided  your  ultimate  secret.  Maybe  it  was  your 
reflection  in  the  mirror  that  said  it  to  you  the  night 
that  you  first  grasped  the  full  measure  of  your  femme 
self.  Regardless,  we  must  eventually  come  to  grips 
with  the  "Question"  in  the  flesh:  What  are  you? 

(A  caveat  for  the  unwary:  we're  about  to  enter  the 
ticklish  world  of  crossgender  identity  and  nomencla- 
ture— The  Transie  Zone.  This  subject  has  been  known 
to  make  some  people  weak  in  the  knees,  so  there's  still 
time  to  jump  ship.  Staying  aboard?  Read  on!) 

When  was  the  first  time  you  realized  you  weren't 
the  only  male  on  earth  who  wanted  to  look  like  or  be 
a female?  For  me,  it  happened  when  1 was  about  ten 
years  old,  and  1 heard  of  Christine  Jorgensen  for  the 
first  time.  Oh  sure.  I'd  grown  up  with  the  camping  of 
Milton  Berle  and  other  comics  who  did  drag  for 
laughs,  but  1 never  associated  that  with  the  nirvana 
1 experienced  when  1 put  on  my  mother's  stockings  or 
bra.  When  1 first  heard  of  Christine,  I realized  that  it 
was  actually  possible  to  go  someplace,  have  surgery 
and  come  away  with  a woman's  body — the  entire 
course  of  my  life  began  to  make  sense. 

It  took  another  ten  years  before  1 was  able  to  make 
sense  of  the  nomenclature  of  crossdressing.  Compli- 
cating the  matter  was  the  widely  varying  interpreta- 
tion of  the  psychiatric  community,  based,  for  the  most 
part,  on  whether  the  shrink  in  question  was  sympa- 
thetic or  not.  (It's  a long  way  from  Harry  Benjamin  to 
Wilhelm  Stekel.)  Last  time  I looked  there  were  drag 
queens,  crossdressers,  transvestites,  transgenderists, 
female  impersonators,  pre-operative  and  post-  opera- 
tive transsexuals,  not  to  mention  a variety  of  names 
to  cover  the  seemingly  endless  gray  areas. 


So,  what  are  you?  For  the  record,  when  I swore  out 
a formal  declaration  of  change  of  gender  status,  I 
described  myself  as  a "transgendered  female,"  which 
I think  best  describes  someone  who  lives  and  works 
completely  as  a female  without  hormones  or  surgery. 
My  roommate  constantly  describes  me  as  a "transves- 
tite" to  others,  which  makes  me  a little  uncomfortable 
because  I don't  think  the  term  adequately  defines  my 
lifestyle.  Nonetheless,  I usually  let  it  go  because  the 
term  is  more  familiar,  and  easier  to  grasp  than  the 
one  I believe  is  more  accurate.  What  I usually  call 
myself,  and  virtually  everyone  else  in  our  commu- 
nity, is  a "tran."  That  covers  the  whole  spectrum  and 
leaves  lots  of  room  for  interpretation. 

And,  I believe  that  room  for  interpretation  is  abso- 
lutely vital,  because  all  of  us,  from  the  most  occa- 
sional TV  to  the  post-op  TS,  function  along  a single 
genetic  continuum.  The  urge  to  explore  the  world  of 
the  opposite  gender  is  so  prevalent  among  the  human 
population  that  it  has  to  be  considered  a recessive 
trait,  like  red  hair  or  left-handedness.  The  only  real 
difference  between  the  closet-tran  and,  say,  Caroline 
Cossey  (Tula),  is  one  of  degree  of  expression. 

Am  I saying  that  any  tran  is  capable  of  going  all 
the  way,  of  crossing  the  line  completely?  Yes,  subject 
to  environmental  and  emotional  stability.  I have 
gotten  into  vehement,  almost  physical,  arguments 
over  this,  mostly  with  pre-op  transsexuals  who  simply 
don't  want  to  believe  that  their  struggle  to  emerge  can 
possibly  exist  in  the  same  universe  as  the  casual 
transvestite.  To  argue  otherwise  is  to  suggest  that  an 
occasional  crossdresser  can  never  cross  the  line.  Yet,  I 
know  it's  possible,  because  it's  exactly  what  I did. 

Okay,  suppose  you've  located  the  point  along  the 
tran-continuum  where  you  feel  most  comfortable, 
that  best  expresses  your  degree  of  involvement.  What 
are  you?  The  "Question"  remains  unanswered  be- 
cause we  haven't  considered  the  aspect  of  sexuality. 

A friend  of  mine,  a pre-op  transsexual  who  is 
deeply  involved  in  political-action  movements,  asked 
me,  not  long  ago,  why  it  was  so  difficult  to  get  trans 
involved  in  gay/lesbian  activist  organizations  like 
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Queer  Nation,  especially  since  we  are  being  accepted 
more  and  more  into  their  ranks  (at  least  in  the  New 
York  area)?  The  primary  reason  is  that  most  trans 
don't  consider  themselves  gay. 

I've  been  confounded  for  many  years  by  the  con- 
cept of  the  "heterosexual  TV,"  the  tran  who  can  be  as 
femme  as  all  get-out,  then  becomes  pure  macho 
under  the  covers.  It's  always  struck  me  as  a particu- 
larly dangerous  way  to  play  with  your  own  head.  But, 
a lot  of  trans,  whose  judgement  I trust,  tell  me  that  it 
can  be  done  without  damage,  so  I have  to  accept  that 
the  category  exists.  But,  there's  no  way  that  any  but 
the  most  politically  enlightened  among  them  would 
ever  join  a gay  or  lesbian  organization. 

So,  I posed  this  riddle  to  my  friend:  Suppose  a tran 
has  the  "Operation,"  meets  the  man  of  her  dreams, 
and  settles  down  to  a family  life,  is  she  gay  or  straight? 
You  can  bet  your  life  that  she'll  call  herself  straight. 
So,  there's  another  group  that  won't  join. 

I suppose  that  the  reason  the  question  arose  at  all 
is  because  of  the  sexuality  of  the  people  involved.  I 
consider  myself  a lesbian,  because,  as  a woman,  I 
prefer  the  sexual  company  of  biological  females.  To 
their  considerable  credit,  a number  of  enlightened 
lesbian  organizations  have  begun  to  admit  us  as 
comrades-in-arms,  convinced  of  our  sincere  wish  to 
live  authentic  female  lives.  My  friend  prefers  the 
sexual  company  of  other  trans,  and  be  it  masculine  or 
feminine,  that  definitely  qualifies  as  gay. 

The  lesson  to  be  learned  here  is  that  being  a tran 
really  doesn't  have  anything  to  do  with  defining  your 
sexuality,  no  matter  how  some  psychologists  try  to 
categorize  us.  The  variations  are  as  wide  as  the  points 
on  the  tran  continuum,  and  range  from  the  flamboy- 
ant queen  of  Greenwich  Village  to...  you,  perhaps. 
You  can  be  whatever  you  want  to  be,  as  long  as  you're 
honest  with  yourself. 

What  are  you?  There  is  one  thing  you  cannot  be, 
under  any  circumstances:  you  cannot  be  a female 
among  biological  females.  No  matter  what  you  do  to 
yourself,  no  matter  how  much  you  alter  your  mind, 
body,  or  self-image,  the  best  you  can  do  is  to  be  a 
"woman,"  not  a female.  You  haven't  lived  a female's 


life.  You  haven't  experienced,  first-hand,  the  inherent 
second-class  status  that  females  experience  from  birth. 
You  haven't  experienced  the  shock  of  your  first  men- 
struation; the  awkwardness  of  growing  breasts  two 
years  ahead  (or  behind)  anyone  else  in  your  class;  the 
unwanted  advances  of  a man  who  won't  take  "No" 
for  an  answer;  or  the  nightmare  of  an  unwanted 
pregnancy.  You  have  chosen  to  become  a woman,  but 
you  come  in  without  any  of  the  emotional  baggage 
involved  in  being  a female.  Biological  women  know 
this  instinctively,  and  if  you  try  to  present  yourself  as 
their  precise  equal — regardless  of  your  commitment 
— you  will  be  rejected.  I can  guarantee  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you've  made  the  commit- 
ment to  live  as  a woman,  and  you're  open  and  above 
board  about  your  intentions,  you  will  be  amazed  at 
the  friendliness,  empathy,  and  support  you'll  get 
from  other  women.  They're  fascinated  and  intrigued 
by  the  effort  involved  in  crossing  the  gender  line,  and 
once  you've  actually  made  the  switch,  you  can  expect 
to  get  suggestions,  advice  and  active  assistance  from 
women  who  are  rooting  for  you  to  succeed. 

I know  from  my  own  experience  that,  ever  since  I 
first  decided  to  go  "full-time"  and  resolved  in  my  head 
exactly  who  Maggie  Morgan  was  and  wasn't,  the 
many  women  in  my  life  have  been  nothing  but 
supportive.  I've  been  accepted  so  thoroughly  that  a 
woman  who  works  where  I buy  my  foundations,  and 
who  has  known  me  since  before  the  changeover, 
accosted  me  in  the  street  and  proceeded  to  give  me  a 
blow-by-blow  description  of  her  PMS!  I know  it  sounds 
perverse,  but  if  you  want  the  acceptance  of  women, 
don't  try  to  say  you're  one  of  them.  If  you  don't,  you'll 
be  treated  like  one.  Go  figure. 

Of  course,  if  the  woman  with  whom  you're  rolling 
around  in  bed  declare  that  you're  a "real"  woman, 
accept  the  compliment.  No  doubt  you've  earned  it. 

All  right  then,  the  "Question":  What  are  you? 
Here's  the  "Answer":  you  are  you,  a very  special, 
particularly  blessed  person  given  the  gift  to  be  able  to 
change  your  life  as  thoroughly  as  it  can  be  changed, 
and  you  have  the  courage  to  use  that  gift.  And, 
needless  to  say,  you  are  beautiful. 


American  Educational  Gender  Information  Service 

AEGIS  is  a non-profit  information  and  education  resource  for  all  transgendered  people,  their  families  and 
professionals  who  work  with  them.  AEGIS  publishes  Chrysalis  Quarterly  and  numerous  information  pamphlets. 
AEGIS  supports  SSSS,  HBIGDA,  SIECUS  and  other  professional  organizations. 

AEGIS  • PO  Box  33724  • Decatur,  GA  • 30033-0724  | 

Call404»987«8535  I 

I Dallas  Denny,  M.A.,  Exec.  Dir.  J 


CROSSDRESSERS 

Discount  Mail  Order  Specialists 


Experience  the  difference! 
Affordabie  prices  and  reiiabie, 
caring  service. 


• Exotic  lingerie  is-  hosiery, 
through  4X  and  Tall, 

• Corsets  ^ Foundations, 

• Cosmetics  — Beard  Cover 

• Wigs  ^ Breast  Forms 

• Maid  Uniforms 

• Bondage  Gear 

• Latex  - Fetish  Items 

• Videos,  storybooks, 
and  magazines 

• All  novelty  products, 
and  much  more! 

^Send  $12.00  for  catalog  B to?^ 
BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS 
PO  Box  8848 

Eikins  Park,  PA  19117^8848 
^ Catalog  mailed  discreetly!  ^ 


coNsuliiNq 

foR  rhs  "look" 
& "FeeI" 

#EducATioN  /Fee  bASEd  800  #, 

aH  concerns  AddRESSEd 

*CATAloq  AVAiUblE  $ 1 0.00  u 
PERsoNAlizEd  totaI  body 

CARE  pRoduCTS 
iNcludiNG:  qlycolic  Acid 
For  WRiNklES/RAZOR 
pROblEMS 

SANilARy  NO'bEAT  lx)dy  WAX 

cIeo's  "new"  bikiNi  Forms 
wics  & proFessIonaI 

CollECliON  MAkE'Up 

SENd  $ 1 0.00  TO: 
coNSuliiNq  cIeo 
P.O.  Box  5005 
BuRNSvillE,  MN  55557 
ViSA/MASTERCARd/ckEck  ACCEpTEd 


cIeo 


PRoFeSsIoiNaI  COSMEToloqisT 
1 ? YEARS  EXPERiEfNJCE 


A Safe  and  Discreet  Sanctuary 

Here  you  can  feel  free  to  be 
surrounded  by  the  clothing  that 
brings  out  the  real  you. 

We  carry  many  styles  of 
High  Heels  and  Boots, 

30  styles  of  Stockings,  Lingerie, 
Corsets,  Silicone  Breast  Forms, 
Petticoats,  Sissy  Panties, 
Maid  Outfits,  Latex,  Spandex, 
Leather,  PVC  Wear,  Beard  Cover, 
Wigs,  TV  Self-help  and 
Story  Books,  etc. 

We  offer  Transformations  with 
appointments. 

Walk-ins  are  always  welcome. 

Call  Lita  312-477-6006 

2652  N.  Lincoln  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60614 
Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday  12-7  pm 

We  are  here  for  your  needs. 


Mirror  - Mirror 


Charlene  H.,  Napa,  Calif. 
Left:  1973 
Above:  1993 


Tmen  & Now 


Jo  Ann  Roberts 

1980  1994 


y^exancfcr 

^FEMININE  IMAGE 
TRANSFORMATION 


• Make-up  Application  and 
Dressing  Sessions 

• Glamourous  or  Passable 
Images 

• Largest  Stocked  Wardrobe 
on  the  East  Coast! 

• Shopping,  Outings  <Lr  Photos 

• Counseling  iy  Feminization 
Lessons 

Experience  personalized  feminine 
image  transformation  by  a caring, 
sensitive  female  professional  image 
consultant.  We  can  work  together 
on  an  individual  basis  to  create  the 
feminine  image  you  desire  in  my 
DISCREET,  friendly,  comfortable, 
upscale,  suburban  Philadelphia  home. 


^ Novices  are  warmly  welcomed!  ^ 

By  Appointment  215’635^TV58 

1657  The  Fairway  * Suite  190  * Jenklntown,  PA  19046  y 


IVzgs  • Corsets 
Hosiery  • Shoes 
Books  • Videos 
Adagazines 
Transformations 
Storage  Lockers 
Mail  Boxes 

Vernon 's 

386-L  Moody  St 
Waltham  ALA 
02154 

617-894-1744 


Send  $10  for  catalogs  & newsletters  • All  credit  cards  and  Chech  Accepted 


Mirage  Breast  Forms 

"Be  AH  You  Want  To  Be" 


Mirage  is  a breast  form  that  attches  to 
your  body  with  medical  adhesive. 
Mirage  can  be  worn  for  days  at  a 
time.  You  can  even  go  braless;  dance 
the  night  away  with  a natural 
bustline. 

We  offer  a complete  line  of  breast 
forms,  wigs,  lingerie,  "How  To"  books, 
I story  books,  magazines,  and  even 
j iorje  size  fingernails  for  larger  hands. 


NS  PRODUCTS 
Box  6678-L 

Glendale,  CA  91225-0678 


Finally,  a reliable  company  with  a 
proven  track  record  for  prompt  and 
confidential  service. 

For  more  information  on  Mirage  and 
our  other  products,  please  send  $5.00 
to  the  address  at  left. 


Nancy  B.  Md.  A 


MirronoiliM 


If  you'd  like  to  see  your 
photo  here,  send  us  a 
clear,  crisp  snapshot. 


/ 
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4 Joanne  Wilson,  Australia 

Brenda  Altman,  Calif.  ► 


Karen  Fox,  Canada 

Lorena,  Mexico  ► 
Cheryl  Ann,  Kansas  T 


Dawn,  Canada  T 


22 


•^Monique,  Fla. 


Dianne,  Conn.  ^ 


A Allison,  N.J. 


Jessica,  Pa.  y 
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Cindy,  Ohio  T 


23 


► 

d 

Cu 


o 

Uh 

d 

Vi 

Vi 

a 

<U 


Look  for  Alexandra  in  a future  Profile! 
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Vanessa,  Ind.  T 


Alexandra,  Ky.  T 
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Our  listings  are  the  most  up-to-date.  Please  keep  us  informed  of  any  changes  or  additions.  Thanks! 


• National  Organizations  • 
American  Educational  Gender 
Information  Service  (AEGIS),  Box 
33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033-0724. 
Publishes  Chrysalis  Quarterly,  and 
several  pamphlets  on  gender  issues. 
Extensive  referral  network  for 
transsexual  issues.  Phone:  404-939- 
0244.  Call  in  evening.  (Affiliated  with 
Renaissance  Educ.  Assoc.,  Inc. ) 

International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  (IFGE),  Box  367,  Wayland, 
MA  01778.  Publishes  TV/TS  Tapestry. 
Reprints  and  books  on  TV/TS  subjects, 
other  info.  Phone:  617-899-2212. 

Renaissance  Education  Assoc.,  Inc., 
Box  60552,  King  of  Prussia,  PA 
19406,  610-630-1437,  $16  annual  fee 
includes  monthly  newsletter.  Back- 
ground Papers  on  TV/TS  issues  for 
personal  and  professional  use. 
Speakers  Bureau.  Several  chapters. 
Affiliates  noted  as  “RA.” 

Society  for  the  Second  Self(SSS),  Box 
194,  Tulare,  CA  93275.  Focused  on 
families  and  relationships.  Publishes 
Femme  Mirror.  Chapters  are  marked 
with  “t” 

* Organizations  and  Businesses  * 

• by  State  • 

City,  Name,  Address,  Zipcode 

Alabama 

Huntsville,  Sigma  Rho  Gammat,  Box 
16174,  35802 

Arizona 

Tempe,  Alpha-Zetaj;,  Box  24459, 
85285 

Arkansas 

Jonesboro,  Mu  Sigmaj:,  Box  61, 

72403 

California 

Concord,  DVG,  Box  272885,  94527 
Duarte,  CHIC  , Box  562,  91010 
Glendale,  NS  Products  (Breast  Forms 
and  more).  Box  250669,  91225 
Lakewood,  Classic  Curves  (hip 
enhancer)  2620  Carson  St.  #55,  90712 
L.A.,  Androgyny,  PO  Box  480740, 
90048 

L.A.,  Alphaj:,  Box  36091,  90036 
Sacramento,  SGA,  Box  215456, 

95821 


San  Diego,  Neutral  Corner,  Box 
12581,92112 

San  Francisco,  ETVC,  Box  426486, 
94142-64861 

San  Jose,  RGA,  Box  700730,  9517 
Sherman  Oaks,  Lydia’s  Fashions, 
13837  Ventura  Blvd.,  #2,  91423 
Studio  City,  Jim  Bridges’  Boutique, 
12457  Ventura  Blvd.,  #103,  91604 
Tustin,  Versatile  Fashions  (boutique). 
Box  1051,92681 
Woodland  Hills,  Cross-Talk, 
(magazine),  PO  Box  944,  91365 
Yorba  Linda,  Melody  Products  Int’l 
(breast  forms).  Box  2142,  92686 
Yorba  Linda,  Powder  Puffs  of  Calif., 
Box  1088,  92686 
Connecticut 

Farmington,  COS,  Box  163,  06034 
Hartford,  The  XX  Club,  Inc.  (TS  only, 
please),  PO  Box  387,  06141-0387 

Colorado 

Denver,  Gender  Identity  Center  Inc., 
3715  West  32nd  A ve,  80211 
Northern  & Southern  Colo.,  please 
call  303-458-5378 

Delaware 

Wilmington,  Renaissance  DE  Chapter, 
Box  5656,  19808 

Florida 

Hollywood,  Serenity,  Box  307,  33022 
Miami,  Animas,  Box  420309,  33242 
Winter  Park,  Phi  Epsilon  Muj:,  Box 
3261,32790 

Georgia 

Atlanta,  AGE,  Box  77562,  30357 
Rosewell,  Sigma  Epsilonj:,  Box  272, 
30077-0272 

Illinois 

Chicago,  CGS,  Box  578005,  60657 
Washington,  CIGA,  Box  126,  61517 
Wood  Dale,  Chi  Chapter^:,  Box  40, 
60191 

Indiana 

Indianapolis,  IXE,  Box  20710,  46220 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  Artistry,  Box  75, 

52406-0075 

Kansas 

Kechi,  Wichita  Transgender  Alliance. 
Box  315,  67067 

Overland  Park,  KCCAF,  Box  4092, 
66204 

Shawnee  Mission,  Gender  Dysphoria 
Support,  Box  15561,  66215 


Louisiana 

New  Orleans,  GGA  (RA),  Box 
870213,  70187 

Maine 

Portland,  TransSupport,  Box  17622, 
04101 

Massachusetts 

Natick,  TG  Magazine  (requires  a PC), 
Box  2085,  01760 
Waltham,  Vernon’s  Specialties 
(boutique),  386  Moody  St.,  02254 
Woburn,  TCNE  Inc.,  Box  2283,  01888 
Michigan 

Grand  Rapids,  IME  W.  Michigan  , 

Box  1153,  49501 

Royal  Oak,  Crossroads,  Box  1245, 

48068 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis,  CLCC,  Box  16265, 
55416 

St.  Paul,  MFGE,  Box  17945,  55117 

Mississippi 

Jackson,  Beta  Chij:,  Box  31253, 

39206 

Missouri 

St.  Louis,  St.  Louis  Gender  Found’ n. 
Box  9433,63117 

Nebraska 

Council  Bluffs,  RCGA,  Box  680, 
51502 

New  Mexico 

Albuquerque,  Fiestalj;,  8200  Mont- 
gomery NE  #241,  87109 
New  Jersey 

Mays  Landing,  Renaissance  SJ,  Box 
189,  08330 

Red  Bank,  MOTG(RA),  Box  8243, 
07701 

Trenton,  Sigma  Nu  Rhoj:,  Box  9255, 
08650 

New  York 

Albany,i:G\C,  Box  13604,  12212 
Mountainville,  Chi  Delta  Muj:,  Box 
93,  10953 

New  York,  MGN(RA),  Box  45,  561 
Hudson  St.,  10014 

New  York,  Mardi  Gras  Boutique,  400 
W.  14th  St.  at  8th  Ave.,  212-947-7773 
Rochester,  CD*Network,  Box  92055, 
14692 

Stony  Brook,  LIFE,  Box  410,  1 1790 
Syracuse,  EON  Inc.,  523  W. 
Onondaga  St.,  13204 
Tillson,  Transgender  Network,  Box 
177,  12486-0177 
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North  Carolina 

Charlotte,  CTA,  Box  25347,  28229 
Charlotte,  Kappa  Beta$,  PO  Box 
12101,  28220-2101 

Ohio 

Cincinnati,  Cross-Port,  Box  12701, 
45212 

Elyria,  Alpha-Omega^,  Box  954, 
44036 

Parma,  Paradise  Club,  Box  29564, 
44129 

Reynoldsburg,  Crystal  Club,  Box  287, 
43068 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City,  Sigma  Beta,  Box 
60354,  73146 

Oregon 

Portland,  NWGA,  Box  4928,  97208. 

Pennsylvania 

Easton,  CDI,  PO  Box  61,  18044 
Elkins  Park,  Best  Value  Products 
(mail  order  catalog  “B”),  Box  8848, 
19117 

Erie,  Erie  Sisters,  21 15  W 8th  St, 
#261, 16505 

York,  Renaissance  LSV,  Box  2122, 
17105 

Jenkintown,  Laine  Alexander  Image 
Consultant,  610-635-8858 
Phila.  (Metro),  Renaissance  GP,  Box 
530,  Bensalem,  19020 
Phila.,  Occasional  Woman  (custom 
clothes),  215-352-0248 
Pittsburgh,  TransPitt,  Box  3214, 
15230 

Upper  Darby,  Marilyn’s  Wigs, 

215-446-0799 

Tennessee 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Vais,  Box  92335, 

37209 

Texas 

Alief,  Tau  Chi,  Box  1 105,  7741 1 
Arlington,  Delta  Omega$,  Box  1021, 
76004 

Amarillo,  Alpha  Chirj:,  Box  50266, 
79159 

Houston,  GCTC,  Box  90335,  77090 
Houston,  Int’l  Conf.  on  Transgender 
Law,  5707  Firenza  St.,  77035 
Riesel,  TriPlex  Gender  Assoc.,  Box 
381,  76682 
Utah 

Murray,  Alpha  Rho$,  Box  571242, 
84157-1242 


Virginia 

Ar/mgton,  TGEA,  Box  16036,  22215 
Richmond,  Virginia’s  Secret,  Box 
7386,  23221-0386 

West  Virginia 

Huntington,  Trans-WV,  Box  2322, 
WV  25724 

Washington 

Seattle,  Emerald  City,  Box  31318, 
98103 

Stanwood,  Omega  Alphas,  Box  876, 
98292 

•Canadian  • 

Cornbury  Society,  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V6B-3Z1 
Gender  Mosaic,  Box  7421,  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  K1L-8E4 

Monarch  Social  Club,  Missisauga  A 
Box  386,  Mississauga,  Ont.  L5A  3A1, 
416-949-6602 

Wildside  Boutique,  161  Gerrard  St.  E., 
Toronto,  Ont.,  M5A-2E4, 416-864- 
0420 

FantasyLand,  274  8th  St.  E.,  Box  682, 
Owen  Sound,  Ontario,  N4K-5R4 

•Recurring  Events  • 

Be  All  You  Can  Be  Weekend,  put  on 
by  Paradise  Club,  Crossroads,  Trans- 
Pitt  and  Chi  Chapter  in  June.  Rotates 
thru  Chicago,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and 
Pittsburgh. 


California  Breamin’,  put  on  by 
PPOC,  CHIC,  et.  al.,  in  May  in 
Burbank,  Ca. 

Esprit,  put  on  by  Emerald  City, 
NWGA  & Cornbury  Society  in  May 
in  Port  Angeles,  Wash. 

Fall  Harvest  sponsored  by  MAGGIE, 
contact  J.  Richards,  242  Church  St., 
Bonne  Terre,  MO  63628. 

Fantasia  Fair,  sponsored  by  the 
Outreach  Institute  in  Provincetown, 
Mass.,  in  October. 

IFGE  Convention,  once  a year  in 
March/ April,  ’95  in  Atlanta,  GA. 
Contact  I.F.G.E. 

Monarch  Mardi  Gras,  Monarch 
Social  Club,  1st  wknd  in  October  in 
Ontario. 

Paradise  in  the  Poconos,  4days/3 
nights.  May  & Sept,  in  the  Pa. 
Poconos.  Contact  CDS/JoAnn 
Roberts. 

Southern  Comfort,  Sept,  weekend  in 
Atlanta.  Contact  CTA,  North  Carolina. 
Tiffany  Provincetown  Outings,  twice 
a year  in  Oct  & June.  Contact  TCNE, 
Mass. 


For  the  most  complete  listing  of  Resources  in 
the  transgender  community^  you  need  to  get  the 
Who's  Who  & Resource  Guide  from  CDS. 

Subscribers  to  LadyLike  can  purchase  a copy  of  the  current 
Who's  Who  & Resource  Guide  for  $5.00,  a 50%  discount  off 
the  $10  regular  price.  Send  your  check  or  money  order, 
along  with  the  mailing  label  from  your  LadyLike  envelope, 
or  give  your  CDS  Customer  Number,  and  we'll  get  this 
invaluable  guide  back  to  you  tout-suite.  This  book  lists 
over  100  biographies  of  important  people  in  the 
community,  plus  extensive  resource  sections  on  groups, 
businesses  and  health-care  professionals,  all  cross-indexed 
for  super-easy  reference.  If  you're  not  a subscriber,  just 
send  $1 0 for  your  copy  of  the  best  resource  guide  around. 
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Profile 

Name:  Stephanie  Janel  Austin 
Age:  40 

Profession:  Plumbing  Supervisor 
Residence:  Central  Pa. 

Height:  5' 9" 

Weight:  1 65# 

Measurements:  38-32-36,  Sz:  1 6 

Shoe  size:  1 0 

Favorite  Things 

Shoe  style:  3"  pumps 

Styles:  Professional,  Evening  gowns 

Perfume:  Soft  Musk 

Movie:  Basic  Instinct  & GWTW 

Music:  Rock,  female  vocalists;  Reggae 

Place:  Eastern  shore.  Mountains 

Turn-Ons:  Rainy  nights,  good  friends,  a cool 

breeze  on  a shaved  body. 

Turn-Offs:  Drugs,  Heavy  drinking,  Guys  who 
think  women  are  put  on  earth  to  please 
them. 


Stephanie  janel  Austin 


Ladylike:  Like  most  of  us,  you  started  dressing 
as  a preteen  and  we've  heard  all  those  stories 
mony  times.  But,  you  had  a very  interesting  High 
School  experience.  Tell  us  about  that. 

Stephanie  Janel  Austin:  When  I was  in  High  School, 
(it  was  the  start  of  High  School,  and  I didn't  know 
the  kids  coming  from  the  other  schools)  they  were 
holding  a masquerade  dance,  and  I really  wanted  to 
go.  Like  1 said,  1 didn't  know  all  that  many  people; 
so  the  girls  that  1 did  know  olready  had  dates  for  the 
dance.  My  friend  George  wanted  to  go  too,  but  he 
couldn't  get  a date  for  the  dance.  So  one  day  1 got 
this  brainy  idea  to  go  to  the  dance  together  as  a 
couple  (1  must  have  been  crazed  by  heat,  or  on  some 
type  of  medication).  The  only  problem  1 had  with 
the  idea  was  talking  George  into  going.  As  it  turned 
out,  it  wasn't  all  that  difficult  as  George  really 
wanted  to  go  and  it  didn't  take  that  much  persuad- 
ing from  me. 

Now  being  that  1 really  wanted  to  go  as  the  girl, 


but  not  wanting  to  make  it  look  like  1 did,  1 offered 
the  female  part  to  George  hoping  that  he  would  turn 
it  down,  which  he  did  to  my  delight. 

My  next  problem  was  getting  the  clothes  for  the 
dance.  With  some  little  white  lies,  my  aunt  was 
more  then  happy  to  pitch  in.  She  came  up  with  the 
idea  to  go  as  gypsies,  and  the  ground  work  was  set. 

I remember  with  joy  going  to  her  house  for  the 
costume  fittings.  She  went  all  out.  1 had  a bra,  a nice 
big  sleeved  blouse  done  in  stripes,  and  a long  skirt. 
The  hair  was  a wig  she  had  around  the  house,  and  I 
remember  wearing  some  type  of  bandanna,  with 
long  earrings.  My  aunt  did  all  the  make-up,  and 
when  done  1 didn't  recognize  the  young  girl  looking 
back  at  me  in  the  mirror. 

The  night  of  the  dance  seemed  like  it  was  never 
going  to  come;  and  when  it  did  1 was  a bit  scared. 
My  aunt  told  me  everything  would  be  all  right  and 
to  just  act  as  any  lady  would  and,  most  importantly, 
to  have  fun. 
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The  dance  was  nice,  and  I did  manage  to  get  a 
few  fast  dances  in  that  night  with  George  and  two  or 
three  other  guys.  I knew  I wouldn't  slow  dance  with 
anybody  for  fear  that  they  might  find  out  my  secret. 
The  only  problem  1 did  encounter  was  when  I had  to 
go  to  the  bathroom.  1 hadn't  given  that  a thought.  1 
couldn't  hold  out  any  longer,  so  off  I went  to  the 
little  girl's  room,  and  believe  me  I was  sweating  bul- 
lets! I remembered  just  what  my  aunt  told  me  before 
leaving  that  night,  "act  as  any  lady  would"  so  1 
waited  until  I thought  the  ladies  room  was  cleared 
out  and  in  1 went.  1 didn't  expect  to  find  three  girls 
smoking,  but  1 walked  passed  them,  went  into  a stall 
and  sat  down.  The  experience  went  rather  well. 

1 really  hated  that  night  to  end.  1 do  recall  some  of 
the  guys  asking  George  who  1 was,  and  where  did  he 
meet  me.  George  told  them  1 was  from  another 
school  in  a different  town.  I must  tell  the  truth,  1 
wanted  to  do  it  again  and  again,  every  time  the 
school  had  a dance,  but  then  what  would  George 
think  of  me? 

II:  You  were  in  the  service,  but  you  weren't  in 
just  any  ol'  branch.  You  picked  submarines!  Why 
and  how  did  you  cope? 

S]A:  1 had  a low  draft  number  and  I knew  that  I 


was  going  to  be  drafted,  but  1 didn't  want  to  go 
where  Uncle  Sam  wanted  to  put  me,  so  I enlisted  in 
the  Navy. 

Like  some  TVs  and  TSs,  we  go  through  life  trying 
to  prove  something  to  ourselves,  living  up  to  what 
other  people  want  us  to  be,  or  what  society  dictates 
we  should  be,  and  most  certainly  that  was  the  case 
with  me.  1 was  the  tough  kid  on  the  block,  ready  to 
fight  at  the  drop  of  a hat  or  a look  from  someone  I 
didn't  like.  In  boot  camp  I volunteered  for  Patrol 
Boats  in  the  river  delta  of  Vietnam.  I guess  someone 
was  looking  out  for  me.  I was  stationed  on  a sub. 

I guess  I was  trying  to  prove  something.  I think  I 
wanted  people  to  see  this  strong,  fearless  guy  doing 
the  right  thing;  the  "a  man's  got  to  do,  what  a 
man's  got  to  do"  type  of  thing,  not  realizing  at  the 
time  that  following  that  idea  has  gotten  a lot  of 
good  people  killed. 

Submarine  duty  was  good  for  me.  It  taught  me  to 
live  with  people,  and  to  get  along  better  in  life. 
When  you're  on  patrol,  and  underwater  for  74  days, 
you  better  be  able  to  get  along  with  people,  or  you 
won't  make  it.  Being  on  patrol  is  no  picnic,  your 
watch  hours  are  long  and  you  don't  have  a lot  to  do. 
Some  of  the  guys  would  make  rings,  read  books. 


so 
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study  for  advancement  tests,  or  play  cards.  I think 
the  poker  game  would  start  as  soon  as  we  got  under- 
way and  continued  until  we  docked  months  later, 

1 did  my  share  of  playing  cards,  but  1 liked  to  do 
something  else.  During  the  patrol,  1 would  make 
skirts  for  myself.  I'd  tell  the  crew  the  skirts  were  for 
my  girlfriend  back  home,  and  that  was  okay. 

We  had  a tradition  (at  least  on  the  boat  1 was  on). 
On  most  patrols  we  held  a contest  called  the  Miss 
Humpback,  Miss  Billfish,  Miss  Sea  Devil,  or  Miss- 
whatever-the-name-of-the-boat  you  were  on,  that 
was  the  name  of  the  contest.  The  contest  was  some- 
thing of  a beauty  contest,  but  you  had  to  make  ev- 
erything from  scratch,  nothing  of  feminine  attire 
was  brought  on-board  the  boat,  've  seen  some  pretty 
amazing  things  made  from  common  everyday 
items.  The  Engineering  Department  once  made  a 
dress  from  terry  cloth,  then  dyed  it  purple  using 
Kool-Aid.  Another  department  took  a mop  head, 
combed  it  out  with  a wire  brush,  then  dyed  it  blonde, 
again  using  Kool-Aid. 

The  contest  also  took  into  account  how  risque  one 
could  get,  and  believe  me  it  did  get  wild!  Sometimes 
1 wonder  if  the  other  boats  on  patrol  held  the  same 
type  of  contest,  and  if  not,  does  that  mean  that  our 


Captain  might  have  been  a crossdresser? 

1 crossdressed  while  in  the  service,  but  it  was  lim- 
ited to  when  1 was  home  on  leave.  When  1 was  sta- 
tioned in  Italy,  1 found  some  of  the  crossdressed  pros- 
titutes that  worked  the  street.  1 liked  being  with  them 
and  they  liked  me.  We  got  along  well  together,  as  1 
was  one  of  them;  now  1 wasn't  a working  girl  mind 
you,  but  we  did  do  things  together  and  had  fun, 

II;  You  were  often  discouraged  and  sometimes 
o bit  ashamed  about  your  crossdressing,  yet  you 
never  purged?  Why  not? 

5/A:  I've  never  purged  simply  because  1 never  felt 
like  1 needed  to  get  away  from  crossdressing.  1 love 
being  a feminine,  but  there  were  times  that  1 was 
ashamed  of  myself  and  what  1 did.  When  these  feel- 
ing came,  1 would  put  things  away  for  later,  when  1 
could  think  a little  more  clearly.  Look,  1 have  this 
friend  that  purged.  Threw  all  her  things,  including  a 
set  of  Mirage  breastforms,  into  a Goodwill  box. 
Somewhere  out  there  is  a homeless  person  with  a 
fantastic  and  expensive  set  of  hooters. 

My  advice  for  someone  having  problems  han- 
dling their  dressing  is  to  give  their  stuff  to  a friend  for 
safe-keeping  until  they  know  what  they  want  to  do 
with  their  lives.  If  you  don't  know  anyone  you  can 
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trust,  rent  yourself  a storage  shed.  Put  your  stuff 
there,  then  if  you  come  back  to  dressing  you  won't 
have  to  start  all  over  again.  Give  yourself  some  time 
to  decide  just  what  makes  you  happy  in  life,  seek  out 
a support  group,  and  by  all  means  try  to  find  some 
crossdressing  friends.  Once  you  see  that  you  are  not 
alone  in  this  world,  and  that  people  do  and  will  ac- 
cept you  for  what  you  are,  and  not  how  you  dress, 
you  will  be  well  on  your  way  to  a much  happier  life. 

LL:  You  were  married  at  one  time  and  you  have 
children.  Was  your  crossdressing  the  reason  you 
split  up  with  your  wife? 

SJA:  Yes,  1 was  married  to  a very  fine  woman  but 
we  went  our  separate  ways.  My  dressing  didn't  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  divorce.  People  change  and 
I guess  we  took  different  paths.  1 think  we  are  closer 
now,  than  what  we  ever  were  when  we  were  to- 
gether. 1 believe  in  any  relationship  you  must  be 
friends  before  you  can  become  lovers,  then  build  on 
the  relationship  from  there.  When  1 say  friends,  1 
mean  best  friends,  the  kind  of  friend  that  you  will 
share  your  deepest  innermost  secrets  with. 

My  wife  kneww  about  Janel,  but  she  was  not  ac- 
cepting of  her.  I go  by  my  middle  name,  which  is 
Janel  because  so  many  of  my  friends  are  named 


Stephanie  and  it  gets  too  confusing  at  times. 

1 said  that  1 have  never  purged,  and  that  is  true  , 
but  my  ex-wife  once  purged  for  me.  In  one  of  her 
wild  moments,  1 received  a phone  call  at  work  in- 
forming me  that  I no  longer  had  my  collection  of 
clothes,  wigs,  shoes,  etc.  Returning  home  in  a panic, 
I found  she  had  taken  all  my  things  and  tossed  them 
in  a dumpster.  After  some  negotiations,  1 persuaded 
her  to  let  me  retrieve  my  things. 

1 have  two  wonderful  children  from  that  mar- 
riage, a girl  10  years  old  and  my  son  who  is  7.  Both 
know  about  Janel,  and  as  far  as  1 can  tell,  both  like 
that  part  of  me.  My  daughter  thinks  it  would  be 
great  to  be  able  to  go  out  shopping  with  Janel,  and  1 
sometimes  share  photos  of  Janel  with  her.  My  son 
thinks  of  me  as  Mrs.  Doubtfire,  and  he  shows  no 
signs  of  having  any  problems  with  my  dressing. 

LL:  But  you  have  a girlfriend  now  that  is  very 
supportive.  How  about  some  pointers  on  finding 
such  a woman. 

SJA:  1 do  have  a girlfriend,  Lori,  who  is  very  sup- 
portive, and  it  wasn't  all  that  hard  finding  this  won- 
derful person.  In  fact,  she  found  me.  Lori  has  a Mas- 
ters Degree  in  Education  and  Counseling,  and  I 
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guess  she  is  always  analyzing  people,  at  least  1 ac- 
cuse her  of  doing  just  that.  We'd  been  friends  for 
some  time,  but  I never  told  her  of  my  crossdressing. 

We  were  coming  home  from  a trip  once  when  she 
asked  me  if  I would  ever  be  happy  in  life.  1 looked  at 
her  and  responsed  that  1 didn't  think  1 would  ever  be 
happy  in  life.  She  wanted  to  know  why  and  kept 
asking  questions  as  I tried  my  best  to  keep  the  truth 
from  this  lady.  After  about  five  minutes  she  came 
out  with,  "does  your  unhappiness  in  life,  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  fact  that  you  would  rather  be  a 
woman?"  I didn't  know  what  to  say,  or  what  to  do.  I 
just  didn't  know  how  to  handle  this  situation. 

As  it  turned  out,  I didn't  have  to  handle  it  at  all. 
She  did  most  of  the  talking  and  I found  out  that  she 
was  somewhat  supportive,  but  still  had  questions 
that  needed  answers.  I was  honest  with  her,  and  an- 
swered her  questions  as  best  1 could.  1 think  that  af- 
ter she  was  around  Janel  she  started  to  like  her,  and 
found  that  Janel  is  a pretty  nice  person. 


II;  I remember  when  you  colled  me  in  the 
early  days  of  Renaissance.  We  talked  often,  ond  it 
took  you  a while  to  finally  come  to  a meeting. 
How  did  you  feel  when  you  got  there? 


5/A;  I remember  when  1 would  call  you  from  time 
to  time  and  we  would  talk.  1 enjoyed  our  conversa- 
tions, and  you  were  a big  part  in  my  development. 
You  were  honest,  open,  and  to  the  point.  You  never 
pushed  me  to  come  to  a meeting.  You  allowed  me 
the  freedom  to  choose  the  time  and  the  place  were  I 
would  come  out,  and  for  that  I thank  you. 

The  first  Renaissance  meeting  I attended  1 almost 
didn't  make,  as  1 must  have  checked  my  makeup  a 
hundred  times  in  the  mirror,  and  almost  combed  a 
bald  spot  in  my  head  from  doing  my  hair  so  many 
times.  1 must  admit  that  I was  nervous,  very  ner- 
vous, when  1 walked  up  to  the  door  that  night. 
Thinking  back  on  it  now,  I don't  recall  anyone  out- 
side the  meeting  site  the  night  I arrived.  Walking  up 
to  the  door  1 thought  that  I could  have  the  wrong 
place  or  time,  and  1 could  be  walking  into  a meeting 
for  the  local  AA  Chapter,  or  a Shriner's  convention. 

Once  inside,  1 was  greeted  with  a host  of  smiles 
and  some  very  friendly  people.  I enjoyed  myself  that 
night  and  the  many  meetings  that  followed. 
Through  all  the  good  people  of  Renaissance,  I have 
found  a community  of  loving,  caring  people. 
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chapter  4 


Mary  June  Cunningham  has  a positive  hunger  for  me, 
and  I for  her.  We  had  each  other's  panties  down,  and  if 
Justis  MacElhenny,  who  is  a voyeur  first  and  a deputy  sec- 
ond, hadn'tofblundered  along  just  then  with  hisflashlight, 
one  of  us  woulda  got  pregnant. 

"What  you  kids  doing  in  that  truck?" 

I raised  up  and  stuck  my  head  through  the  window. 
"What  do  you  think  we're  doing?  We're  minding  our  own 
business  and  each  other's  business,  and  we  don't  need  no 
help,  thank  you." 

"Now,  Leroy,  you  know  you  can't  be  doing  that  here. 
This  land  belongs  to  the  county.  You  girls  are  just  gonna 
have  to  move  along  and  find  somewhere  else  to  do  your 
lovemaking." 

"Unless  we  let  you  watch?" 

I could  see  his  Adam's  apple  bobbing  up  and  down  in 
the  moonlight. 

"Now,  Leroy,  we  just  got  to  make  sure  you're  not 
up  to  no  good." 

"justis,  do  you  want  to  watch?" 

"Leroy,  you  know  I do." 

"justis,  what  you  want  to  be  watching  two 
girls  for?"  piped  up  Mary  June.  "You  rather 
watch  two  queers  than  a boy  and  a girl 
couple?" 

His  Adam's  apple  jumped  up 
and  down  again.  "Mary  June 
Cunningham,  you  should 
ought  to  know  better  than 
to  ask  such  a question  of 
an  officer  of  the  law. 

Of  course  I would." 

Now,  at  sev- 
enteen years 
of  age, 
have  a 
pretty 

good 
notion 
of  what  a 
good  time  is, 
and  letting  ol' 
justis  stand  in  the 
bed  of  the  pickup 
with  his  face  pressed 
up  against  the  window 
and  his  hands  doing  God- 
knows-what  while  I'm  trying 
to  have  a romantic  time  is  not 


high  on  the  list.  Fact  is,  we  wouldn't 
of  been  up  on  the  bluffs  anyway, 
if  there  had  been  a motel 
within  20  miles  that  would 
have  let  us  rent  a room,  or 
if  we  could  have  gone 
to  my  house  or  to 
M.j.'s.  I can  hardly 
stand  my  own 
home;  it's  no 
place  to 
even 

think  _ 

about 
enter- 
taining a 
guest.  Go- 
ing to  her 
house  is  an  even 
more  unlikely 
prospect.  Mr.  Alfred 
Cunningham  knows 
about  me  and  his  daughter 
and  he  has  threatened  to 
shoot  me  on  sight,  which 
would  be  quite  a trick,  seeing  as 
how  he's  legally  blind  and  confined 
to  a wheelchair.  His  wife  would  prob- 
ably take  over  for  him,  though.  She  used 
to  be  a policewoman  with  a sharpshooter's 
medal  and  a .38  service  revolver,  both  of 
which  she  showed  me  back  when  I used  to  be 
a boy  and  wasn't  such  a threat  to  the  moral  devel- 
opment of  her  daughter,  justis  MacElhenny  at  the 
back  window  of  the  pickup  is  preferable  to  six  rounds 
from  a Cunningham  gun  or  the  "Goddamn,  Leroy's"  of 
my  ma  and  the  physical  abuse  of  my  pa. 

Mary  June  and  I have  been  seeing  each  other  since  we 
were  thirteen  years  old.  We  knew  each  other  before  that, 
of  course,  and  had  even  been  pals  for  a while  when  we 
were  seven  or  eight.  Mary  June  had  never  shown  any  ro- 
mantic interest  in  me,  but  as  soon  as  I had  got  into  Ma's 
hormones  and  started  to  develop,  she  was  all  over  me  like 
white  on  rice.  At  first,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunningham  were 
delighted,  as  I was  well  known  to  be  a boy  (even  if  a sexu- 
ally suspect  one),  and  as  they  hadn't  noticed  my  rapidly 
developing  womanhood.  But  once  word  went  out,  I was 
persona-non-grata  in  the  Cunningham  household. 

Mary  June  likes  me  being  a girl  and  all,  but  she  has  a 
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Breast  Forms 

The  largest  selection  of  breast  forms  available  anywhere. 
We  offer  both  foam  and  silicone  forms  from  34A  to  44  D. 
We  also  have  bras  and  other  accessories.  Our  prices  make 
quality  forms  affordable  to  everyone.  You  can  now  afford 
to  have  2 or  more  sets  of  forms  for  a different  look. 

Send  $5.00  to: 

Michelle's  Classique  Forms 
PO  Box  260342 
Plano,  TX  75026 
214*606*5249 
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"PRETTY  AS  YOU 
PLEASE" 


SANDY  THOMAS  PUBUCATION 


THE 


SISSY  MAID  ACADEMY 


SANDY  THOMAS  PUBUCATION 


PRETTY  AS  YOU  PLEASE 


THE  SISSY  MAID  ACADEMY 


With  the  addition  of  bust  projection,  they  all  real  The  head  instructor  gets  our  attention.  She  holds 
ized  that  the  beauty  salon  customers  assumed  Alex  up  some  little  flesh-toned  garment  in  her  hand, 
was  a girl  . . . that  opened  up  his  wardrobe  options.  “This  is  a gaff,  "she  announces,  wiggling  the  rubbery 
Alex  found  himself  wearing  a pair  of  stretch,  black  thing.  “You  will  be  wearing  one  pretty  much  all  your 
stirrup 'pants  with  black  suede  slip-on  shoes.  On  waking  hours  for  the  foreseeable  future.  And  you 
top,  he  had  a bulky,  electric  blue  pullover  sweater  will  wear  it  at  night,  too.  So  the  sooner  you  get  used 
which  came  down  to  his  thighs.  His  hair  was  pulled  to  it,  the  better  The  instructors  will  pass  one  out  to 
back  loosely  below  his  neck  with  a matching  blue  you  in  your  proper  size.  And  they  will  also  showyou 
“scrunchie.”  In  short,  he  was  wearing  girl's  clothes!  howto  put  it  on  and  wear  it. 'IS  A BRA  NEXT'!’ 

IS  A DRESS  NEXT?  n 7.00  plus  l.OOpp,  PART  I 

U 7.00  plus  1.00  postage  □ 7.00  plus  l.OOpp,  PART  II 

(SENT  IN  UNMARKED  ENVELOPE  WITHIN  24  HOURS) 

VIDEOS,  AUDIOS  AND  MANY  TITLES! 

□ ASK  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE!  OVER  90  TITLES! 

MAIL  ORDER  TO: 

SANDY  THOMAS  ADVERTISING 
P.O.  Box  2309 

CAPISTRANO  BEACH,  CA  92624-0309 


THE  BOY  WHO  BLOSSOMED 

“Indeed!”  his  aunt  gleefully  acknowledged  "But 
even  more  amazing.  . you  could  have  your  veryown 
breasts!” 

Shocked.  Rene  frantically  clutched  his  flat,  narrow 
chest  “B  but  boys  don’t  get  breasts,  Auntief’ he 
whined,  trying  to  inform  the  obvious 
“But  you’re  different,  darling,”  she  most  lovingly 
assured  “A  nice  bosom  would  be  divine  on  you!” 
Rene  blushed  at  the  thought,  then  asked  shyly, 
“Howbig  would  they  get?” 

EH  7.00  plus  1.00  postage 


THE  MAKEOVER 

My  husband.  Robert,  has  a lovely,  wavy  mane.  His 
hair  is  simple,  yet  he’s  learning  to  do  a million  things 
with  it  He  can  wear  it  up,  down,  even  half  up  and 
half  down,  any  way  he  needs  to.  I prefer  his  hair 
down  in  an  unrestrained  curly  bob  I also  like  him 
to  wear  bangs  to  emphasize  his  pretty  eyes.  Since  it 
has  grown  out  to  beyond  shoulder  length.  I make 
him  take  care  of  it  himself  He’s  realized  that  being 
a girl  requires  a lot  of  grooming  time. 

ARE  EARRINGS  NEXT?? 

EH  7.00  plus  1.00  postage 

MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO:  SANDY  THOMAS  ADV. 

NAME 

ADDRESS  

CITY 

I AM  OVER  21  YEARS  OLD 
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0423  — NJ:  Crossdresser  from 
Central  New  Jersey  seeking  same 
for  correspondence  and  possible 
meeting.  Love  dressing  and  role 
playing.  Discretion  a must!  Photo 
with  reply.  Tiffany. 


1125  — Penna:  Heterosexual  male 
seeks  female  who  understands  that  I 
can  be  her  man  as  well  as  her  sister. 
I would  also  like  to  correspond  with 
other  TVs  in  Upper  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 
who  feel  the  same.  Will  answer  all 
letters. 


0523 — New  York:  If  you  want  a 
good  correspondent  with  wide 
knowledge  of  TV  affairs,  then  drop 
me  a line.  Always  room  for  a new 
friend.  I answer  ail  letters.  Connie. 


1222 — Wis:  Hi!  I'm  Cindy  (see 
more  pix  of  me  in  LL#8)  seeking 
friendships  and  girl-talk  corre- 
spondence with  sisters  and  real 
women  who  love  this  feminine 
lifestyle.  Serious  about  femininity 
and  the  "total"  look.  Let's  share. 


1025 — Mich:  Marcia  Ann:  For  over 
25  years  have  enjoyed  traveling, 
dining,  & shopping  "en  femme." 
Authored  article  on  mature  CD's  for 
LadyLike.  Love  to  correspond  with 
prompt  reply  to  all.  Like  to  help 
others. 


1323  — New  jersey:  I am  a very 
caring  & loving  live-alone  TV  who 
loves  the  feminine  lifestyle.  I love  to 
entertain  & welcome  those  who 
enjoy  all  feminine  things.  Respond 
with  picture,  I will  also  answer  all.  I 
promise.  Central  Nj  & Eastern  Pa. 
Arlene  T. 


1423  — Mass:  Attractive,  sexy  TV 
submissive  seeks  correspondence 
with  mature,  caring  women  for 
poss.  long  term  relationship.  Would 
love  to  have  a feminine  woman 
force  me  into  her  world  of  silk  and 
lace.  Love  to  hear  from  you.  Send 
photo  & letter.  Tanya 


0223  — New  York:  Pretty  TV, 
feminine  and  passable  in  public.  38, 

5 '9",  thin.  Seek  men,  women, 
couples  for  friendship,  dating, 
parties  and  safe  bedroom  fun 
exploring  our  fantasies.  Long  Island 
& NYC  preferred.  Janet. 

1523  — Tenn:  Middle  Tenn. 

gentleman,  early  50's  would  love  to 
correspond  and  hopefully  meet  TVs 
for  dinner,  dancing,  hand  holding, 
or  whatever.  Discretion  a must.  All 
will  get  a reply.  Your  picture 
appreciated. 

1724 — Penna.  — If  beauty  is  in 
the  eyes  of  the  beholder — I have 
beheld  it  in  the  luster  of  Robyn!  A 
soft  and  feminine  lady  from  Ten- 
nessee. Please  respond  for  I truly 
do  admire  and  respect  you  very 
much. 


1624 — Penna.  — SWM.  prof.,  36, 
6',  185  lbs.  with  dark  hair  and  blue 
eyes.  Seeking  very  feminine  TV  or 
TS  for  friendship  and  dating.  Sal. 


How  To  Answer  An  Ad 

A fee  of  US$1 .00  is  required  for  each 

two  (2)  letters  you  wish  to  forward. 

This  fee  wi  1 1 forward  one  or  two  letters. 

Each  additional  two  letters  requires 

another  US$1 .00. 

To  respond  to  a personal  ad... 

• Enclose  your  letter,  photos,  etc., 
in  an  unsealed  envelope.  Sealed 
envelopes  will  not  be 
forwarded... 

• On  this  envelope  write,  in  pencil, 
the  number  of  the  ad  you  wish  to 
answer.  Also  include  your  return 
address... 

• Put  this  envelope,  along  with  the 
correct  loose  postage  and 
forwarding  fees  inside  another 
envelope  and  mail  to; 

CDS 

PO  Box  61263 
King  of  Prussia,  PA  1 9406 


1824 — Illinois  — Hi!  I’m  Laura 
(LL#14  Profile  Girl).  I want  to  re- 
new acquaintances  and  make  new 
friends.  Requirements  for  friend- 
ship are  appreciation  of  feminin- 
ity, doscretion,  and  a mutual  de- 
sire for  the  augmentation  of  ambi- 
tions and  dreams. 


How  To  Place  An  Ad 

To  place  a personal  ad... 

• Print  clearly  or  type  text... 

• Keep  brief  and  to  the  point  (25-35 
words)... 

• If  photo  ad,  send  nice  non-erotic 
photo... 

• Send  complete  name  and  address 
so  we  can  forward  your  mail... 

• Sign  your  letter... 

• Send  US$1 5 for  a photo  ad, 

US$1 0 for  text-only  ad. 

Ads  run  for  four  issues,  then  they 
must  be  renewed.  Renewal  fee  for  all 
ads  is  US$10.  Change  of  photo  is 
US$15.  All  US  Postal  Regulations  re- 
garding decency  will  be  followed  & 
enforced.  We  will  evaluate  ads  for 
appropriateness.  Ads  may  be  rejected 
for  any  reason.  Mail  to: 

CDS 

PO  Box  61263 
King  of  Prussia,  PA  1 9406 
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The  Problem 

sincere  appreciation  for  my  Problem.  I hate  the  damn 
thing,  and  would  have  cut  it  off  long  ago  if  I thought  I 
wouldn't  have  bled  to  death,  and  if  they  didn't  turn  it  in- 
side-out and  all  when  they  do  the  operation.  I hate  for  it  to 
be  touched,  and  about  all  she  wants  to  do  is  handle  it.  She's 
determined  to  get  a response  out  of  it.  I tell  her  I don't  think 
it's  possible,  but  that  doesn't  keep  her  from  trying. 

Mary  June  is  the  sole  reason  for  me  not  catching  a flight 
to  Belgium  so  that  I can  get  it  taken  care  of.  Her  perpetual 
fascination  with  my  Problem  (we've  been  together  for  four 
years)  bothers  me,  but  in  every  other  way  she  appreciates 
my  femininity.  I love  her,  and  I love  making  love  to  her,  so 
it's  worth  it  to  let  her  have  her  way  with  me,  just  as  it's 
worth  it  to  let  Justis  fog  up  the  rear  window  of  the  truck. 

justis  does  have  a peacekeeping  function,  which  is  why 
we  let  him  watch.  Johnny  Ray  has  taken  to  going  out  of 
town  on  weekends,  and  rumor  has  it  that  he's  fallen  in  with 
a rough  bunch  from  Atlanta.  He  and  his  friends  aren't  likely 
to  mess  with  us  with  a police  officer  close  at  hand. 

At  first,  they  bothered  us  in  little  ways.  Once,  they 
opened  the  hood  while  we  weren't  looking  and  took  out 
the  coil  wire,  and  it  raining,  and  all.  We  never  would  have 
got  home,  but  Mary  June  had  the  idea  of  taking  off  one  of 
the  plug  wires  and  using  it  in  place  of  the  wire  they  had 
taken.  She's  got  a real  mechanical  aptitude,  does  Mary 
June.  When  Johnny  Ray  stole  all  the  lug  nuts  off  of  one 
wheel,  she  just  took  one  off  each  of  the  other  wheels  and 
got  us  back  on  the  road.  She  got  mad  after  a while  and  put 
a burglar  alarm  system  on  the  truck.  It  had  a siren  that 
would  wake  the  dead.  Right  after  she  put  it  on  we  went  up 
to  the  bluffs.  We  were  lying  on  a big  flat  rock,  looking  out 
over  the  river  and  talking  about  whatever  it  is  that  girls  in 
love  talk  about.  Johnny  Ray  was  prowling  around  in  the 
engine  compartment  and  the  burglar  alarm  went  off.  We 
heard  the  siren,  and  then  an  almighty  thump,  and  ran  back 
to  the  truck  and  there  he  was,  stretched  out  cold  where  he 
had  jerked  up  and  banged  his  head  on  the  underside  of  the 
hood.  We  put  him  in  the  bed  of  the  truck  and  took  him  to 
the  Daniel  Boone  Truck  Stop  and  put  him  in  the  back  of  a 
southbound  semi  without  his  pants.  It  took  him  three  days 
to  get  back  home.  Things  got  uglier  after  that. 

One  cold  night  in  February,  Johnny  showed  up  with 
three  of  his  rough  friends,  and  Mary  June  and  I would  have 
both  been  raped  if  I hadn't  of  whipped  them  with  karate. 
Well,  Mary  June  and  her  tire-iron  might  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  dissuading  them,  too. 

Now,  atS'7"and  1 10  pounds  I'm  no  David  Carradine, 
but  I do  have  a brown  belt  in  karate,  and  when  it  went 
beyond  calling  me  names  and  one  of  them  laid  his  hands 


on  me,  I swiveled  on  my  left  foot  and  used  the  ball  of  my 
right  foot  to  move  his  kneecap  around  to  the  side  of  his  leg. 
Another  boy  grabbed  me  and  started  choking  me.  I 
knocked  his  hands  off  my  neck  and  then  slammed  the  heel 
of  my  hand  into  his  windpipe.  By  that  time,  Mary  June  had 
laid  hold  of  that  tire-iron,  sending  Johnny  Ray  and  friend 
number  three  scurrying  into  the  darkness.  Friend  number 
two  was  gagging  and  coughing,  and  friend  number  one 
was  screaming  'bout  his  leg,  but  they  managed  to  shag  out 
of  there  when  Mary  June  showed  them  the  tire-iron  and 
told  them  that  if  they  didn't  leave  she  was  going  to  use  it 
to  emasculate  them. 

The  other  time  it  was  Johnny  and  one  other  boy  against 
me.  Tthey  grabbed  me  in  the  dark  and  pinned  me.  They 
had  in  mindformetodosomethingthat  I didn'twanttodo. 
So,  I just  quit  struggling  and,  when  the  time  came,  I bit  the 
other  boy's  parts  so  hard  he  yelled  soprano.  Johnny  ran  off 
and  I had  to  take  the  boy  to  the  hospital  where  he  had  one 
hell  of  a time  explaining  what  happened.  It  was  right  after 
that  I started  giving  Johnny  estrogen  to  calm  him  down. 

Chapter  5 

I usually  sleep  likea  log,  but  after  Mary  June  dropped  me 
off,  I lay  in  bed  wondering  what  lay  in  store  for  me  the  next 
day  at  work.  Then  I got  to  worrying  about  whether  I was  a 
boy  or  a girl,  and  whether  Mary  June  would  ever  let  me 
have  the  surgery,  and  Just  what  kind  of  name  I could  give 
to  our  relationship,  as  we  were  both  girls,  but  I had  a man's 
thing.  I didn't  think  we  were  lesbians,  exactly.  She  was 
more  masculine  than  I was,  but  she  was  the  one  with  the 
hole,  and  I was  the  one  with  the  pole.  It  didn't  seem  fair. 

Mary  June  is  the  only  one  I have  gone  all  the  way  with. 
She's  the  only  girl  I've  ever  had  any  romantic  feelings  for 
whatsoever,  and  I don't  guess  I would  have  had  her,  except 
that  she  seduced  me.  We  were  lying  on  the  rug  in  front  of 
the  television  set  in  her  living  room,  just  before  I got  the 
boot  from  her  parents,  and  she  just  stuck  her  hand  inside 
my  jeans  and  laid  hold  of  my  Problem  and  said,  "My  God, 
you  are  a boy!".  I didn't  know  what  else  to  do,  so  I Just  lay 
there  and  let  her  kiss  me. 

It's  usually  men,  or  rather  boys,  who  give  me  that 
squishy  feeling.  I go  out  with  boys  sometimes,  and  I've  let 
truck  drivers  kiss  me  and  play  with  my  breasts,  but  I'm  a 
virgin  except  for  what  Mary  June  and  I do.  I'd  like  to  have 
a husband,  and  maybe  babies  (all  right,  I know  I can't  have 
children,  even  after  surgery,  but  there's  such  a thing  as 
adoption,  isn'tthere?)  Until  I do  something  about  the  Prob- 
lem, I'll  never  be  able  to  have  the  kind  of  relationship  I 
want  with  a man. 
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It  seems  kind  of  dumb  not  to  have  the  surgery.  The 
Problem  is  out  of  place  on  my  body,  which  is  that  of  a 
normal  girl.  I've  tried  to  talk  sense  to  Mary  June  about  it,  but 
she  just  clams  up  and  stops  speaking  to  me. 

I can't  stress  enough  that  I am  a girl  with  a Problem. 
There  was  never  anything  of  the  boy  about  me.  I feel 
cheated,  much  of  the  time,  robbed  of  the  little  things  I 
should  have  had.  When  I was  small,  I would  get  punished 
for  doing  the  things  that  came  natural  to  me;  clomping 
around  in  Ma's  high-heeled  shoes,  playing  with  dolls,  sit- 
ting down  to  pee,  playing  with  girls  instead  of  boys.  High 
school  isn't  what  it  could  of  been.  Should  have  been.  I 
wasn't  allowed  to  try  out  for  cheerleader,  and,  although  I 
can  spin  a baton  better  than  anyone,  they  wouldn't  let  me 
be  a majorette.  I'm  talked  about  behind  my  back,  called 
Leroy  to  my  face,  and  persecuted  in  a thousand  ways.  Boys 
who  like  me  steer  a wide  path  because  if  they  are  even  seen 
talking  to  me,  that  motor-mouth  johnny  Ray  will  tell  every- 
one they're  gay. 

It  would  have  been  so  wonderful  to  have  been  born  a 
girl.  And  it  would  have  been  so  awful  if  I hadn't  of  gotten 
into  those  hormone  pills  when  I was  thirteen. 

Doc  tells  me  that  I'm  unique  in  doing  what  I did.  He  said 
thatfor  someone  to  turn  into  a girl  like  me,  they  would  have 
had  to  get  just  the  right  amount  of  just  the  right  medicine 
at  just  the  right  time. 

Maybe  I am  a genius,  after  all. 

Finally,  I got  up  and  got  dressed  and  got  on  my  Honda 
and  two-wheeled  out  to  the  truck  stop. 

All  my  life,  my  parents  have  bought  me  things,  boy's 
things:  toy  trucks,  and  cap  pistols,  a Batman  outfit,  and  a 
G.l.  joe  figure  (they  thought  that  since  I liked  to  play  with 
dolls,  the  G.l.  joe  might  do  the  trick.  I just  made  a dress  for 
it  out  of  an  old  sock.)  I had  a service  station  complete  with 
a working  elevator,  and  Tinkertoys  (which  I would  turn 
into  hats  and  earrings),  and  baseballs  and  bats,  and  a B.B. 
gun,  and  a boy's  1 0-speed  bicycle  that  I took  a hacksaw  to, 
cutting  off  the  horizontal  bar  and  turning  it  into  a girl's  bike 
(the  frame  straightaway  broke).  We  didn't  have  much 
money,  but  in  hopes  that  it  would  make  me  into  a boy,  Ma 
arid  Pa  were  wi  1 1 i ng  to  get  me  mascu  I i ne  th  i ngs.  Most  of  the 
stuff  got  put  in  the  back  of  my  closet  and  never  touched.  As 
soon  as  I felt  they  wouldn't  notice,  I would  move  it  down 
into  the  basement. 

The  Honda  had  been  my  idea,  and  Dad,  secretly 
pleased  that  I had  an  interest  in  something  that  he  consid- 
ered masculine,  bought  it  for  me  when  I turned  sixteen.  I 
rode  it  everywhere  for  a year,  until  I got  my  car,  which  is 
a Chevrolet  Nova — one  of  the  old  American-made  ones. 
I bought  it  myself,  with  money  I earned  at  my  first  real  job. 

The  Honda  is  not  a girl's  bike.  It  has  four  cylinders,  and 


six  gears,  and  it  goes  very,  very  fast.  I'm  so  smal  I that  I look 
sort  of  dwarfed  on  the  big  old  seat,  but  I can  drive  it  pretty 
well.  It's  much  more  fun  now  that  I don't  have  to  ride  it  in 
the  rain  and  the  cold  weather.  On  warm  nights  I like  to  take 
it  out  and  charge  into  the  curves. 

I was  flushed  and  wind-whipped  by  the  time  I got  to  the 
truck  stop.  It  was  about  midnight,  and  the  third-shift  man- 
ager had  gone  to  town  to  make  the  deposit.  The  place  was 
nearly  empty.  Bobbo  joe,  who  seemed  to  be  perpetually  at 
work,  a 24-hour  Indian  cook,  greeted  me,  wearing  a greasy 
apron.  After  perhaps  ten  hours  behind  the  grill,  his  DA  was 
sadly  askew. 

"White  Man  come,"  he  said  in  a monotone.  He  moved 
his  hand  horizontally.  "Two  suns  ago.  Heap  big  White 
Man.  White  Man  speak  with  forked  tongue." 

Now  Bobbo  joe  can  talk  as  good  as  anyone  else,  but 
when  he  gets  in  one  of  his  "Injun"  moods,  you  just  have  to 
go  along  with  him.  "What  did  White  Man  say?"  I asked. 

"White  Man  sexually  suspect,"  he  stated  impassively. 
"White  Man  gottum  titties." 

"What  did  White  Man  say?"  I repeated. 

"Him  girley-man  White  Man,"  Bobbo  intoned.  "Him 
not  warrior  like  Injun."  He  flexed  his  chest  and  a button 
flew  off  his  shirt  and  made  a dinging  sound  on  the  sheet 
metal  counter.  "Him  eatum  too  much.  Shirkum  work." 

"Bobbo..." 

"White  Man  driveum  iron  horse,"  he  continued.  "Him 
spreadum  lies  about  White  Squaw." 

"I  knew  it,"  I said  glumly. 

"Injun  not  believum  White  Man,"  he  said.  "Or  maybe 
him  believum.  Not  care." 

"Oh,  Bobbo,"  I cried.  "Have  I been  fired?" 

He  looked  at  me  with  a twinkle  in  his  eye.  "Squaw  not 
fired.  White  Man  not  able  tellum  Great  Chief.  Tellum 
Injun.  Great  Chief  in  walk-in  cooler  with  Tally  Barnes. 
Makeum  whoopee.  Great  Chief  not  want  talkum  White 
Man.  Injun  talkum." 

"just  what  did  he  tell  you?"  I asked,  although  I knew.  It 
was  always  the  same. 

"White  man  say  White  Squaw  really  Little  Warrior.  Ask 
Injun  tellum  Great  Chief.  Injun  not  tellum  Great  Chief." 

"Thank  you,  Bobbo,"  I said,  and  hugged  him.  I was 
testingfor  his  reaction;  hedidn'tpull  away.  "You  saved  my 
bacon,  for  a day  or  two,  at  least.  But  he'll  be  back  soon 
enough,  and  then  I'll  be  out  of  a job." 

"Heap  big  White  Man  not  come  back,"  Bobbo  grunted. 

"He  will.  His  name  is  johnny  Ray,  and  he'll  be  back." 

Bobbo's  mouth  widened  into  a grotesque  grin.  "White 
Man  not  be  back.  Injun  fixum.  Fixum  good.  Feedum  iron 
horse.  Feedum  five  pounds  Domino  sugar." 

to  be  continued... 
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Yesl  Good  taste  is  timeless! 


vMmntmw  of 

QUEEN  OF  THE  DESERT  ^ 


by  JoAnn  Roberts 

It  isn't  often  that  a drag  film  makes  big  waves  in 
the  movie  world.  The  success  of  Paris  Is  Burning  was 
considered  a fluke.  But  was  it  just  an  accident  or 
was  it  a message  that  audiences  represent  a more 
tolerant  society?  Perhaps  it  does. 

As  evidence  supporting  that  theory,  take  the 
recent  success  of  another  "drag"  movie,  The  Adven- 
tures of  Priscilla,  Queen  of  the  Desert  from  Gramercy 
Pictures,  released  this  past  summer.  Priscilla  is  an 
adventure,  both  in  terms  of  its  story  and  the  view- 
ing experience. 

Three  drag  queens  set  out  across  the  Australian 
outback  for  Alice  Springs  (get  a map  and  check  it 
out)  to  help  a friend  by  putting  on  a drag  revue  at 
a posh  hotel.  The  three  "queens"  (and  I use  that 
word  advisedly)  are  Felicia/ Adam  played  by  Guy 
Pearce,  Mitzi/Tick  played  by  Hugo  Weaving,  and 
Bernadette  played  by  Terrence  Stamp.  Notice  I did 
not  give  a second  name  for  Stamp's  character. 
That's  because  Mr.  Stamp,  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  likes  of  John  Lithgow  in  The  World 
According  to  Carp,  plays  a middle-aged  transsexual, 
who  happens  to  be  a former  member  of  the  drag 
troupe.  Bernadette  goes  along  as  a favor  to  Tick, 
the  troupe's  lead  queen. 

Most  of  the  mainstream  PR  surrounding  Priscilla 
has  centered  on  Stamp  and  his  image  as  a "man 
about  town"  and  sex  symbol.  (If  you  can't  place 
Stamp,  think  General  Zod  in  Superman  II.  Got  it?) 

In  interview  after  interview  he's  asked  about  what 
it  felt  like  to  play  a woman/transsexual.  Quite 
simply,  he  enjoyed  it. 

But  there's  a lot  more  to  Priscilla,  than  watching 
Stamp  in  perhaps  the  most  challenging  role  of  his 
career.  No,  just  as  important  to  the  film  are  Adam 
and  Tick.  Adam  is  a stereotypical  gay  man  cum 
drag  queen.  He  provides  most  of  the  funny  lines  in 
the  film,  although  Stamp  has  quite  a few  as  well. 
Tick,  for  me,  was  the  most  interesting  character.  He 
is  more  serious  than  Adam,  but  not  so  serious  as 
Bernadette.  But,  Tick  has  a secret  that  he'd  rather 
not  share  with  his  "sisters."  And,  it's  that  secret  that 
makes  him  so  interesting  and,  no,  I'm  not  going  to 
tell  you  what  it  is.  Go  see  the  movie! 


Along  the  way,  the  three  meet  several  interesting 
people  and  a few  not  so  interesting  and  not  so  nice. 
There's  a great  scene  where  Bernadette,  challenged 
by  a woman  who  doesn't  like  anybody  who's  differ- 
ent, drinks  her  under  the  table.  Priscilla,  doesn't 
avoid  showing  the  harassment  that  homosexual 
and  transgendered  people  experience,  but  it  doesn't 
dwell  on  it  either. 

More  than  anything,  Priscilla,  is  about  relation- 
ships and  how  they  change.  During  the  trip,  each 
of  the  three  characters  learns  something  about 
relationships  and  how  important  it  is  to  have  a 
meaningful  relationship  with  somebody  you  care 
for  and  who  cares  about  you. 

In  addition  to  the  message  about  relationships, 
the  movie  manages  to  keep  you  laughing,  even 
through  a funeral  scene.  In  fact,  there  are  so  many 
funny  lines  and  visuals  in  the  film  that  one  viewing 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  catch  them  all.  And,  if  you 
do  get  to  see  this  film,  do  not,  I repeat,  do  not  leave 
until  the  credits  are  over.  They're  worth  the  price  of 
admission  by  themselves. 

So,  back  to  my  premise.  Are  the  viewing  audi- 
ences more  tolerant?  I think  so  and  so  does  the  film 
industry.  Priscilla  was  hawked  all  over  in  print  and 
on  television.  Also  released  this  summer  was 
another  movie  with  crossdressing  as  a central 
theme,  fust  Like  A Woman,  which,  for  the  most  part, 
also  received  rave  reviews. 

Coming  soon  to  a theater  near  you  (if  not 
already  there)  will  be  Tim  Burton's  Ed  Wood,  the 
biography  of  el-stinko  filmmaker  and  crossdresser 
Ed  Wood  (Plan  9 from  Outer  Space  Sc  Glen  or  Glenda), 
starring  Johnny  Depp  in  the  lead.  Next  door  to  that 
film  will  be  To  Wong  Poo,  Thanks  for  Everything,  Julie 
Newmar,  starring  Welsey  Snipes,  Patrick  Swayze 
and  John  Leguizamos  as  three  drag  queens  travel- 
ling across  country  to  attend  a drag  pageant. 
(Sound  familiar?)  Wong  Poo  is  being  filmed  under 
one  of  Steven  Spielberg's  production  companies. 

Photo  credit:  © 1994  Gramercy  Pictures.  Re- 
printed by  permission.  Felicia/Adam  (left)  played 
by  Guy  Pearce,  and  Mitzi/Tick  (right)  played  by 
Hugo  Weaving. 


So,  You  Want  To  Be  A 
CrossDresser,  Eh? 

Paddy  Aldridge’s  unique 
makeup  (and  more)  video  for 
crossdressers.  $39.95 


The  Jackie  Loren 
Memorial  Drag  Video 

Celebrate  Jackie’s  life  with 
highlights  from  ten  years  of 
his  drag  shows.  $39.95 


SOME  CHRLS 
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Some  Girls 

Take  three  guys  from 
small  town  Canada  and  see 
how  they  become  Drag 
Queens!  $39.95 


The  Queens  of ‘93 

Photo  annual  of  over  80  of 
Toronto’s  top  drag  queens 
$20.00 


Why  Do  I CrossDress? 

A humourous  and  insightful 
look  at  the  motivations 
behind  eighteen  real  life 
crossdressers  $39.95 


Wildside's 


Catalogue  #3  1994 


Wildside’s  Catalogue  #3 

$15.00 


The  Jackie  Loren 
Makeup  Video 

Adapt  professional  drag 
techniques  to  everyday  CD 
makeup.  $39.95 


The  Illustrated 
CrossDresser  and  Drag 
Queen  Makeup  Guide 

Paddy  Aldridge  shares  her 
makeup  secrets  $24.95 


S.T.U.D. 

Shop  Til  U-Drop... 

CrossDresser’s  Resource 
Guide  with  1,000  North 
American  entries  for  mail 
order,  retail,  CD  clubs, 
gender  clinics,  etc.  $24.95 


Why  Do  I CrossDress? 
(The  Book) 

The  book  that  made  the 
video!  Explore  cross- 
dressers’ minds  with  25 
in-depth  interviews  by  Paddy 
Aldridge.  $24.95 


All  videos  $39.95,  colour,  60 
minutes,  and  VHS.  Foreign 
orders,  add  $10.00  each 
video  for  PAL  or  SECAM 
format.  In  Canada  or  U.S.; 
Any  three  videos  for  $99, 
Any  five  videos  for  $150. 


For  non-North  American 
Foreign  Customers, 

PAL  or  SECAM  format; 
Any  three  videos  for  $130, 
Any  five  videos  for  $200. 
Foreign  orders  must  pay  in 
U.S.  funds. 


903966  Ontario  Limited  d.b.a.  Take  A Walk  On  The  Wildside,  t.m 

161  Gerrard  Street  East,  Toronto,  ON,  Canada  MSA  2E4  - Phone  (416)921-6112  24  Hours 

Boutique  and  Transformation  Service  - Home  of  the  Canadian  CrossDressers  Club.  We  accept  Canadian  or 
U.S.  Funds  in  North  America  - Foreign  orders  send  U.S.  Funds.  All  prices  include  applicable  taxes  and  P&H. 
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Mirror  - rorriM 


Ladylike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of  transvestism  and  crossdressing  as  they 
should  be  treated,  with  respect  and  sophistication.  Chock  full  of  great  features  and  loads  of 
photos,  you  won’t  want  to  miss  a single  issue.  Every  issue  contains  important  and  useful 
information  to  help  you  realize  the  “ladylike”  qualities  within  yourself. 

Subscription  Rates:  U.S.  — $32;  Canada/Mexico  — $35;  Overseas  — $50 
Single  issues:  U.S.  — $10.00;  Canada/Mexico  — $1 1.00;  Overseas  — $15.00 

ALL  BACK  ISSUES  ARE  SOLD  OUT 

CDS,  P.O.  Box  61263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406-1263 

The  Who’s  Who  & Resource  Guide  to  the  Iransgender  Community  is  the  one  CDS  publication  you  just  can’t  be 
without.  It  includes  biographies  of  over  1 00  of  the  most  important  contributors  in  the  community. 
But  that’s  not  ail!  The  Resource  section  lists  businesses,  support  groups,  and  professional 
counselors,  all  with  detailed  information  of  their  services.  Even  better,  it’s  all  cross-indexed  for  easy 
access  by  name,  state,  and  service  (businesses  only).  Get  yours  today.  Only  $10  postpaid. 

Subscribers  to  Ladylike  may  purchase  tbe  current  Who's  Who  & Resource  Guide  (a  $1 0 value) 
for  only  $5.  Include  payment  with  your  subscription  request  OR  send  it  with  your  Ladylike 
mailing  label,  OR  send  it  with  your  COS  Customer  Number 


We’re  iniired!  Place  credit  card  orders  or  request  our  on-line  catalog 

from  cdspub@omni.voicenet.com 


CDS  RrcmSum  Videos 

CDS,  serving  the  transgender  community  since  1985,  is  committed  to 
producing  only  the  highest  quality  VHS  videos  and  that’s  a money-back 
guarantee.  Here’s  the  present  selection: 

The  Straight  Dope  on  Hormones  (VCD1)  • Cosmetic  Surgery  Options  (VCD2) 
Coping  With  Crossdressing^'^:  Coupies*  (VCC1)  • Accessorizing  Your  Wardrobe  (VCL1) 
Speaking  As  A Woman^*^  (VCA1 ) • What  is  Femininity?  (VCA2). 

LadyLike^*^  Deportment  (VCP1)  • Art  & iiiusion^*^  Tricks  & Tips  (VCJ1) 

Basic  Makeup  Appiication  (VCJ2)  • NEW!  Dressing  with  Fashion  & Styie(VCJ3) 

All  videos  are  $40  (*$45),  plus  $3  s&h  each.  Ask  your  local  vendor  about  CDS  videos. 

Or  contact  CDS  directly  at  PO  Box  61263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406 
Call  610.640.9449  for  VISA  and  MasterCard  Orders 
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TV/TS  MAGAZINES 


Hot  for  She-Males  Vol  1/1  ..  $9 


Meet-a-Mimic  Vol  2/#1 $9 


Transvestite  Lifestyles 
Vol  2/1  $9 


Guys  In  Gowns  Vol 


2 


Transvestite  Playmates 
Vol  2/#1 $9 


Crossdressers  International 
Directory  2/1  $9 


Gender  Gap  Vol. 2/1 $9 


STAR  DISTRIBUTORS  LTD. 

RO.  BOX  362  CANAL  ST.  STATION 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 

CALL  TOLL-FREE  800-824-0003 
MON-FRI  9-5 

ALLOW  21  DAYS  FOR  CHECKS  TO  CLEAR 


□ Cash  □ Check  □ Money  Order  □ MasterCard  □ VISA 


POSTAGE  & HANDLING 


FOREIGN  & CANADIAN 

$4.00-each  magazine 
Airmall-$4.00  extra  per  Item 

USA  & MEXICO 


$3.00-flrst  magazine 
$1.00-each  additional  magazine 


If  your  order  is  more  than  $25,  check  this 
box  □.  FREE  magazine  or  2 
paperbacks. 


□ Femme  Images  Vol  2/1  $9 

□ TV  Photo  Annual  #16  $9 

□ Crossdressers  International 

Directory  2/1 $9 

□ TV  Quarterly  2/1  $9 

□ TV  Bondage  2/1  $9 

□ Hot  for  She-Males $9 

□ Gender  Gap  Vol  2/1  $9 

□ Meet-A-MimicVol2/1  $9 

□ Guys  In  Gowns  2/1  $9 

□ Transvestite  Lifestyles  2/1  ....  $9 


□ Transvestite  Playmates  2'1  ...  $9 


I certify  that  I am  21  years  or  older  and  fully  understand 
that  the  merchandise  I am  ordering  may  be  considered 
sexually  oriented. 

Signature 


NAME  (Please  Print 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

AcctNo Exp  Date  _ 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  ORDER  $ 


$2.50  - $4.99  / MIN.  1 8 


ExL2im 
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